13/ 12/ 1998

Dr Mahathir | aunches Islamc Arts Museum

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad t oni ght |aunched the
Islami c Arts MuseumMal aysi a whi ch houses preci ous I sl amc artefacts.

The Prime Mnister said the museumwoul d hel p deepen Misli ns'
under standi ng of the religion as well as enabl e non-Mislinms to know nore
about Islam

He said Muslins were pioneers in areas |ike medicine and their witings
| at er becane t he basis of what i s now known as noder n nedi ci ne, devel oped
by Europeans as |ater-day Muslinms did not followup on their good works.

"Now that there is this nuseum | hope such research can be exhibited,"
he said, adding that the sane applied to pioneering works of Muslins in
astronomny.

Dr Mahat hir, who noboted the idea of the nuseum (it was taken up by
Yayasan Al bukhary), urged Muslins to nake exploratory works againin
sci ence and technol ogy to revive a spirit which had | ong waned.

Inthis context, there was no | ack of pronise. He said the scientists
who devel oped t he nucl ear bonbs in | ndia and Paki stan were Muslins and
many ot her Muslimexperts in electronics were working inthe United States
due to the lack of facilities in their home countries.

As for non-Muslins, Dr Mahathir said there had been the m sconception
whi ch associated | slamwi th extrem smand vi ol ence, when, in fact, the
religion actually val ued peace.

Wth the museum non-Muislins can understand |Islambetter, he added.

The col |l ections on display at the nuseum including itenms |oaned from
Bosnia, Iran and the Sul tan of Brunei, are worth over RMLOO milli on.

The mai n highlight at the | aunch was t he Shahnama Manuscri pt (Book of
Ki ngs), a Persian epic conposed by poet Firdawsi in 1010 AD.

Situated in Jalan Lenbah Perdana, wi thin wal king di stance fromthe
Nati onal Mosque, Birds Park and the National Planetarium the nuseumwil |l
be opened fromtonorrow at a speci al pronotional rate of RM.50 for adults
and RML for school children and senior citizens.

Opening hours are froml1l0amto 6pmfrom Tuesday to Sunday and public
holidays. It will be closed on Mnday.

The Gover nnent had si gned a concessi on agreenent with Yayasan Al bukhary
whi ch built the nuseumand wi |l operate and manage it as a non-profit
or gani sati on.

Dr Mahat hir al so thanked the foundation and its chai rman Dat uk Syed
Mokht ar Al bukhary for its willingness to finance wholly the nuseum s
construction and fill it with exhibits.

He said the cost of construction cane to about RW/0 nillion.
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