13 APR 1998

DR MAHATHI R TO LAUNCH JB DUTY FREE COVPLEX ON SATURDAY

JOHOR BAHARU, April 13 (Bernanma) -- The Johor Baharu Duty Free Conpl ex,
one of the largest duty free conplexes in the region, will be officially
| aunched by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad, here, on
Sat ur day.

The conplex on a 6.8 hectare site is situated in Jalan Ibrahimfronting
t he Senoko Power Station in Singapore.

The conpl ex which offers one-stop duty free shopping, dining and
entertai nment, transportation, acconodation and convention facilities, was
devel oped by Kel ana Megah Sdn Bhd, a nenber of Sriwani Hol di ngs Bhd, the
|isted diversified conpany engaged in tourismrelated activities.

A statenent issued here today said that the conpl ex has a shopping
podi um conprising four |evels and a basenent totalling over 30,000 sq
nmeters of retail space and nore than 180 bouti que shopl ots.

The Eden Garden Hotel, an integral part of the conplex, is the only
hotel here with direct sea-front view while the JB Expo Centre i s equi pped
with state-of-the-art electronic, lighting, sound and projection systens
whi ch coul d acconpdate up to 5,000 peopl e.

The grand ballroom the |argest colum-free ballroomin southern
peni nsul a could hold functions for up to 1,000 people while the two
mul ti-level auditoriuns could seat 80 and 250 peopl e respectively.

It said anot her integral conmponent of the conplex is the Johor Baharu
International Ferry Terminal, fully equi pped with nodern facilities with
ferry services to Tanah Merah in Singapore, Batamdan Bintan Islands in
| ndonesi a and Tanj ung Bel ungkor, near Desaru.

The terminal also has direct links to numerous regional passenger
seaports in the Ri au Archi pel ago, Tioman and Si bu I sl ands.

The statenent said the international ferry term nal has four berthing
slots and a capacity to handle up to eight ferry arrivals per hour. --
BERNAMA
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