28 MAR 1998

DR MAHATHI R SAD OVER KAMPUNG RAWA | NCI DENT

JELI, March 28 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Menteri Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad t oday expressed sadness over the fight over the nosque and
tenpl e i ssue in Kampung Rawa, Pul au Pinang, saying that the matter could
have been settl ed t hrough negoti ati ons.

Fi ghting over the issue would tarnish the country's inage, he told
reporters after opening the Jeli Umo division del egates neeting here.

He said such incidents should not recur and urged all parties to
resol ve probl ens t hrough negoti ati ons.

Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim who rushed to Pul au
Pi nang after being infornmed of the fight between two groups froma nosque
and the adj acent H ndu Raj a- Raj a Madurai veeran tenple in Jal an Pat ani
yesterday, said the issue was settl ed.

He al so said that the governnment would not hesitate to take action
agai nst those who tried to aggravate the situation

Dr Mahat hir, when asked if the tension could have been caused by
outsiders, said: "W are still investigating...so far |'ve yet to receive
(the report) so | don't know whether the allegation is true or not." --
BERNANMA
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