23 MAR 1998
Mahat hi r - Passport
DR MAHATHI R LAUNCHES MALAYSI AN PASSPORT WTH ID CH P

KUALA LUVPUR, March 23 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad today | aunched the Mal aysi an new passport, the first in
the world to incorporate identity chip of its hol der.

The chip, part of the highly security features of the passport, stores
personal particulars of the holder including fingerprints and photograph.

The chip is devel oped by a Mal aysi an conmpany, Iris Technol ogies (M Sdn
Bhd.

Dr Mahathir was al so i ssued with the new passport after the | aunching
cerermony at Iris Smart Conpl ex, Technol ogy Park Ml aysia here.

O hers issued with the new passport were Human Resources M ni st er Datuk
Lim Ah Lek, Donestic Trade and Consuner Affairs Mnister Datuk Megat Junid
Megat Ayob, Deputy Hone M nisters Datuk Tajol Rosli Ghazali and Dat uk Ong
Ka Ting, Chief Secretary to the Governnment Tan Sri Abdul HalimAli, Public
Services Departnment Tan Sri Dr Mazl an Ahnad and Hone M nistry Secretary
General Datuk Samsuddi n Csman.

The new passport will be available to the public in the Kl ang Vall ey
fromtonorrow, Immgration Director-Ceneral Datuk Aseh Che Mat told
reporters.

He said it will be introduced in other parts of the country in stages.

The passport which still costs RMBOO for 32-page and RM600 for 64-page,
is not renewable after five years.
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