14 OCT 1998
Mahat hir-Unity
DR MAHATHI R LAUNCHES NATI ONAL UNI TY DAY

SHAH ALAM Cct 14 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad today | aunched the National Unity Day with the thene "If W are
United, the Econony will Progress”.

Dr Mahathir then addressed sone 2,500 peopl e representing gover nment
departnments and agenci es, non-governmental organisations, political
parties, religious groups, voluntary organi sations, chanbers of commrerce
ol d fol ks hones, honmes for the handi capped and Adol escent groups as well as
chil dren.

Al so present at the gathering at the Dewan Jubli Perak here were
Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Abu Hassan Onmar and M nister of National Unity
and Soci al Devel opnent Datin Paduka Zal eha | smai l

The programre for the | aunching included readi ng of the Rukun Negara
and expression of support for Dr Mahathir and the governnent in handling
the econom c problens, a pantom me by children of the Tabi ka Per paduan
Negeri Sel angor, poetry recitation and an exhibition of the activities of
the National Unity Departnment and Conmunity Devel opnent Departnent.

Meanwhil e in his nmessage to the souvenir programe issued on the
occasion, Dr Mahathir said the country's independence woul d be neani ngl ess
if the people lived in disunity and quarrel ed anong t hensel ves.

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia's ability to bring about unity anong the
comuni ti es had brought about inmmense benefits -- peace, prosperity and
wel | bei ng for the peopl e.

He said it was the government's hope that the people would have a high
sense of patriotismand realize the need to preserve the nation's
i ndependence.

"W should not be easily influenced by the plots of certain groups to
create chaos in the country to serve their personal interests,” he said.

He said the people should be vigilant and strive to handle threats from
m schi ef makers out to create disorder in the country to serve their
i nterests.

Dr Mahathir said the people's unity was the key to the country's
progress and stability and it was all the nore inportant if the country's
popul ati on conprised people of different race, religion, culture and
| anguage as in Ml aysi a.

- - BERNAMA

RAZ AAM



	DR MAHATHIR LAUNCHES NATIONAL UNITY DAY (Bernama 14/10/1998)

