23 JUL 1998
Mahat hir-Afri ca
DR MAHATH R LEAVES FOR AFRI CA

SEPANG July 24 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad | eft for South Africa early today on the first | eg of a week-Iong
visit to Africa that will also take himto Nam bia and Mdzanbi que.

Dr Mahat hir acconpanied by Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali left the
KL International Airport here at about lamfor Johannesburg.

They were seen off by Special Functions M nister Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n.

In South Africa, the Prine Mnister will hold talks with Acting
Presi dent Thabo Meki .

Dr Mahathir will al so open the Ml aysi an H gh Comnmi ssion's new Chancery
at Pretoria and | aunch the Ml aysi an Food and Cul tural Fest there.

The Prime Mnister's programre al so i ncludes a neeting with
representatives of Ml aysi an conpanies in South Afri ca.

On July 25, the Prine Mnister will be in Namibia for a five-day
working visit during which he will attend the Southern Africa International
Di al ogue ' 98.

Dr Mahathir will hold talks with Nam bia's President Dr Sanuel Nuj oma
as well as with other African | eaders attendi ng the dial ogue including
Presi dent Robert Mugabe of Zi mbabwe, President of Malawi Dr Bakili Ml uzi
and CGhana's President Jerry Raw i ngs.

The Prime Mnister will address the dial ogue on "d obal Cooperative
Gover nance".

From Nam bia, Dr Mahathir will |eave for Maputo, Mzamnbi que on July 29.

In Mozanbi que, he will hold talks with President Joaqui m Al berto
Chi ssano and attend a di al ogue with entrepreneurs organi sed by Petronas. He
will also tour an industrial zone.

Dr Mahathir |eaves for Kuala Lunpur on July 31.
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