18 FEB 1998

DR MAHATHI R LEAVES FOR BRUNE

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 18 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, who is on a series of neetings to consult fell ow Asean | eaders on
the region's economc crisis, departed for Bandar Seri Begawan today.

During the brief one-day working visit, Dr Mahathir will neet Sultan
Hassanal Bol ki ah and di scuss the region's econoni c and financial situation.

The Prime M nister, acconpanied by his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah
Mohamed Ali, left for Brunei fromthe Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah Airport in
Subang near here on a private jet at about 3pm

Dr Mahat hir and Sultan Hassanal |ast nmet in Decenber at the second
Asean i nformal sunmmit here.

Dr Mahathir was on a simlar mssion recently to Bangkok, Mnila and

Si ngapor e.
Asean countries are now considering a proposal to trade in their own
currencies in view of the stronger US dollar. -- BERNAMA
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