17 FEB 1998
Mahat hi r - Goh
DR MAHATH R MAKES FAREWELL CALL ON GOH

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 17 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad nade a farewell call on his Singaporean counterpart, Goh Chok Tong,
who departs today after a two-day working visit.

Dr Mahathir then drove Goh in a Proton Putra car to the Al-Asia
Broadcasting Centre (Astro) on the outskirts of the capital to acconpany
himfor a tour of the satellite broadcasting station.

After visiting Astro, Goh is scheduled to return to Singapore by road
with a stopover in Melaka. Earlier, Goh received a call fromDeputy Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim

Dr Mahathir and Goh nmet officially yesterday, their third within a
nmont h, and di scussed the regi onal economc crisis and inproving bil atera
ties.

A joint communi que is expected today on the outcone of of their
di scussi ons.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi told reporters after
the neeting that ties between the two countries were "back to nornmal" after
a spat |ast year caused by Singaporean Senior Mnister Lee Kuan Yew s
remar ks about crinme in Johor for which Lee | ater apol ogi sed.

Goh said Mal aysia and Singapore were now on the "right track" to
achi eving better relations and and officials fromboth sides have been
directed to intensify efforts to solve differences between the two
countri es.

Dr Mahat hir and Goh had di scussed the two countries' overlapping claim
on Pulau Batu Putih, an island off Johor which Singapore calls Pedra
Br anca.

They al so del ved on a new wat er agreenent to supply water to the island
republic after the present contract expires on 2061 and the devel opnent of
I and i n Singapore bel onging to the Ml aysi an railway conpany, Keretap
Tanah Mel ayu Ber had.

Goh said he had a good discussion with Dr Mahathir centred on the
regional currency crisis and howto stabilise the regional currencies which
have been fluctuating agai nst the Anerican doll ar

He said Dr Mahathir explained to himthe i dea of using regional
currencies for trading and both of them had asked their central bank
governors to look into the matter

The two | eaders al so expressed concern at the situation in Indonesia
where riotings were reported in many parts of the country in protests
against rising food prices. -- BERNAMA
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