09 MAY 1998

DR MAHATHI R TO LAUNCH FUND FOR MALAYSI A ON MAY 24

KUALA LUVMPUR, May 9 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad is schedul ed to | aunch the "Fund for Mal aysia" at the Merdeka
Square here on May 24, the | atest drive yet to help national recovery from
t he current econom c probl ens.

The fund, the initiative of the Barisan Nasional Youth, is the third of
such drive so far after the National Special Fund and Asnita, the country's
first unit trust fund for wonen | aunched | ast week.

BN Yout h-cum Umo Yout h chi ef Datuk Ahmad Zahi d Ham di, said today that
on the | aunching day, the prinme nmnister, who is also BN chairman, wll
recei ve cheques being contributions fromthe various youth w ngs of the
ruling coalition and chil dren.

"The fund is the BN Youth latest effort in collecting public cash
donations to help in national econonic recovery," Ahmad Zahid after
attendi ng a BN Youth neeting here chaired by the BN secretary-general Datuk
Seri Mohamed Rahmat, who is also Informati on M nister

Ahmad Zahid said the Proton Wra 1.5, which was air-dropped together
with last nonth's Mal aysian North Pol e sky-diving expedition, would al so be
on di splay during the fund' s | aunch.

Sky-di vi ng denonstrations by 16 nmenbers of the expedition would be the
hi ghlights of the |l aunch, he added.
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