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APEC- NEV5- OPI NI ON
DR MAHATHI R MAY RAI SE CONCERNS OVER UNFAI R OPI Nl ONS ON MALAYSI A

By: E. Sivabal an

KUALA LUVPUR, Nov 15 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad t oday
said he woul d express his concern at the Apec informal sunmit over the
manner in which peopl e nmake deci si ons and form opi ni ons about the economic
and political situation in Malaysia without fully investigating them

The Prime Mnister said he mght raise the matter at the Apec | eaders’
meeting here next week if others were to raise issues pertaining to
Mal aysia' s internal affairs.

Dr Mahathir said these people really depended on nedia reports "which
are far frombeing accurate."

Dr Mahathir said this when asked about Australian Prine Mnister John
Howard's statenment recently that he intended to bring up at the | eaders'
nmeeting the manner in which former Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahi mwas treated while under detention.

Asked if it was appropriate for two Canadian ministers to neet with
Anwar's wife Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah yesterday, Dr Mahathir said he did
not know it was appropriate or not.

"I have no neans of setting standard for these things."

"t her peopl e have set standards for us and we are supposed to obey."

"But if other people think that interfering in other people affairs is
legitimate they are welcone to do so," he said.

Canadi an Foreign Mnister Lloyd Axworthy and Trade M nister Sergio
Marchi had lunch with Dr Wan Azi zah.

On the decision by the Canadian Prime Mnister Jean Chretien to cancel
his bilateral nmeeting with Dr Mahathir, the Prine Mnister said bilateral
meeti ngs were not part of the Apec process.

It was reported that Chretien who is expected to arrive here tonorrow
from Si ngapore would neet with Azizah on the sidelines of the Apec sunmit.
Apec | eaders including Philippine President Joseph Estrada who were
earlier reported to have said that they m ght neet Anwar or Azi zah have

since deci ded against it because of their busy schedule for the Apec
sunmi t.

When a foreign reporter asked Dr Mahathir if he would hold bil ateral
talks with Chretien during the Apec sunmt, Dr Mahathir said he would not.

Asked on his reaction to Chretien's concern over human rights issue in
Mal aysia, Dr Mahathir said : "I amconcern about human rights worl dw de,

i ncluding in Canada. "

When asked in what respect he was concerned over human rights in
Canada, the prinme mnister said: "Considering that it once belongs to the
Red I ndians, | do not see thembeing represented at Apec." -- BERNAMA
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