04/ 10/ 1998

Dr Mahat hir honours volunteers, nedallists

I T turned out to be a grand Commbnweal th Ganes cel ebrati on dinner, with a
guest |ist of over 20,000, including Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Mahathir
Mohaned, and where RMR2.2 million exchanged hands.

The noney was a token of the country's appreciation to the athletes,
coaches and associ ati ons who contri buted to Mal aysi a's haul of 10 gold, 14
silver and 12 bronze nedal s at | ast nonth's Ganes.

The cash reward was pai d under the National Sports Council's incentive
scheme for sportsmen who excel

Under this schenme, a gold nedal at the Commobnwealth Ganes is worth
RMBO, 000, a silver RMA0, 000 and bronze RM20, 000.

(For a gold-nedal winning teamwi th nmore than five nenbers, each
recei ved RML5, 000) .

O the RMR.2 million paid out - RML. 71 nmillion was given to athletes and
the rest to coaches and associ ati ons.

The di nner was al so to thank all the volunteers and officials who hel ped
to make the Ganes a resoundi ng success.

Mal aysia's 10 golds came from17 athl etes and they were rewarded a total
of RMB45, 000

Silver nmedallists were paid a total of RVRM648, 000 and bronze nedal | i sts
RVR40, 000.

The bi g wi nners of the night were shooter Nurul Huda Bahrain and
wei ghtlifter Mohaned H dayat Hami don who al so broke Conmonweal t h Ganes
records.

Besi des t he RMBO, 000 for the golds, they each recei ved a Commonweal t h
Ganes edition Proton Perdana worth RM70, 000 and an extra RMLO, 000 for
setting records.

Hi dayat received anot her RMA0, 000 for the silver medal in the overal
event in the 69kg category.

O her athl et es who wal ked home with big cash prizes were bow er Kenny
Ang and shuttl er Wng Choon Hann

Ang wal ked away with RML20, 000 - RMBO, 000 for the singles gold and
RWA0, 000 for his share of the doubles gold with Ben Heng.

Wong, the surprise singles badm non chanpi on got RMBO, 000 and anot her
RML5, 000 for being part of the men's teamwho won the gol d.
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