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DR MAHATHI R CHAI RS WATER COUNCI L MEETI NG ON JUNE 29

KUALA LUMPUR, June 11 (Bernamm) -- The National Water Council will hold
its first neeting on June 29 to discuss a long-termstrategy to ensure
sufficient water supply for the country in the next 25 years.

Wrks Mnister Datuk Seri S.Sanmy Vellu said the neeting, to be chaired
by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad at the Prime Mnister's
Departnment here, would be attended by all Menteris Besar and Chi ef
M ni st ers.

The council was expected to prepare a paper on the country's future
wat er supply needs and anti ci pated probl ens, he said.

" W will discuss the problens and set our target so that the country
will not face water shortage in the long-term" Sany Vellu told Bernana.

The m nister said the council was al so expected to discuss inter-state
wat er sal e.

" W will discuss the rates to be charged," he said.

Sany Vel lu said the state | eaders woul d be briefed on the objective of
the council, its role in overconming future water crises and about water
sour ces.

The Cabi net approved the establishnent of the council on April 29 to
pl an and coordi nate water supply anbng states in the event of water crises.

Sany Vellu reiterated that the council woul d not take over the rights
of water managenent fromany state but would help states affected by water
shortage to obtain supply fromthose with surplus water

"W will explain to themthat the council will only act as body to
coordinate the transfer of water supply fromstates," he said.

He said the council would al so discuss the current water woes,

i ncluding the problens faced by the affected states.

" There has been no rain over the |last few days and we need to cone out
wi th solutions,” he added.
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