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DR MAHATHI R AND GOH TO OPEN SECOND LI NK NEXT MONTH

KUALA LUVPUR, March 19 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad and hi s Si ngapore counterpart Goh Chok Tong will
officially open the second Ml aysi a- Si ngapore road |ink next nonth.

Wrks Mnister Datuk Seri S.Samy Vellu said today the two prine
m ni sters have agreed to jointly open the second crossing on April 18.

"They will open the second link at 9.30am" he told reporters after
wi t nessing the signing of an agreenent to privatise nmai ntenance of federal
gover nment common-user buildings at the nministry here.

Toll collection for the second crossing, |inking Tanjung Kupang in
Johor and Tuas in Singapore, was only enforced | ast Tuesday although it was
opened to traffic since Jan 2 this year.

Si ngapore amd Mal aysia jointly devel oped the second crossing with the
republic building 0.3kmof a two-kmbridge at a cost of S$600 million.

Mal aysia built the other 1.7km including a six-lane highway |inking
the bridge to the North-South Expressway at a cost of RML.2 billion.

Asked if the governnent woul d review the second crossing toll follow ng
protests from haul i age conpani es, Sany Vellu said the rates have al ready
been substantially reduced fromthe origi nal quantum

"By using the new bridge, they (notorists) save nore (tinme) than by
usi ng the Johor Causeway where the whole journey is between two to three
hours. It takes only 20 m nutes when they use the second link," the
m ni ster said.

Mal aysia is charging Rv4.80 for cars, RML1.40 for vans and snal
lorries, RWM5.50 for big lorries and trailers, RW. 10 for taxis, RMb.20 for
buses and RML for notorcycles.

The rates were 25 per cent to 48 per cent |ower than those originally
proposed in the agreenent with the project devel oper and concessi onaire,

Li nkedua (M Sdn Bhd.

Si ngapore's toll charges for the second Iink are S$0.50 for
not orcycl es, S$2.50 for cars, S$6 for vans/small lorries, S$12 for big
lorries, S$2 for taxis and S$3 for buses. (S$1 = RWR.27).

Sany Vel lu said the second link has proved to be "nore convenient, nore
confortabl e, a better highway " besides providing speedi er Custons and
I mm gration clearance and | oadi ng and unl oading for lorries.

"You tend to nmake nore noney than spending a fewringgit (on toll),"
Sany Vel lu said.

He al so said the governnment has no plans yet to increase the toll rates
on the Causeway |inking Johor Baharu to Wodl ands in Si ngapore.

Sanmy Vel lu said the governnment woul d spent RMA0O million to i nprove the
Kul ai - Johor Baharu road by constructing nore interchanges.

Wirk on the Tanpoi interchange was already in progress, he added. --
BERNAMA
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