09 MAR 1998

DR MAHATHI R LEAVES FOR YANGON FOR TWO- DAY OFFICIAL VISIT

KUALA LUMPUR, March 9 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad | eft for Yangon today for a two-day official visit to
Myanmar .

He is acconpanied by his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali.

The prime mnister was seen off at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah Airport
i n Subang here by his deputy and Fi nance M nister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim
and Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badaw .

Donestic Trade and Consuner Affairs Mnister Datuk Seri Megat Junid
Megat Ayob and Deputy Hone M nister Datuk Tajol Rosli Ghazali were al so
present.

Dr Mahathir's visit is part of Malaysia's on-going efforts to enhance
bilateral ties with neighbouring countries and consolidate Asean unity.

This is the prine minister's first visit to Myanmar since that country
j oi ned Asean | ast July.

Asean groups Brunei, |ndonesia, Laos, Ml aysia, Myanmar, the
Phi | i ppi nes, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam -- BERNANA
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