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By: E. Sivabal an

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 13 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oday opened the Apec International Trade Fair at the M nes
Exhi bition Centre here

The four-day exhibition coincides with the Asia-Pacific Economc
Cooperation (Apec) forumfromNov 12-18, a high-profile neeting featuring
senior officials, mnisters and | eaders of 21 nenber economi es.

The Ml aysi a External Trade Devel opnent Corporation (Matrade) is
hosting the fair, with FMM Servi ces Sdn Bhd and Reed Exhi bition as the
organi ser and event manager, respectively.

The exhibition is thenmed "Enhanci ng @ obal Conpetitiveness Through
Technol ogy and Hurman Resources Devel opnent".

Anong those present at the opening were Malaysia's International Trade
and I ndustry M nister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz and foreign dignitaries.

Apec' s nenber economies constitute a very large nmarket of 2.4 billion
with a conbi ned Gross Donestic Product (GDP) of US$16.6 trillion and
accounted for 46 percent of global trade in 1997 with exports totalling
US$2.5 trillion and inports at US$2.6 trillion.

Reed Exhi bition Sdn Bhd General Manager Steven Thong said 350
exhibitors from21 econom es, including 76 Mal aysi an conpani es, were taking
part in the trade fair which was expected to generate about RMLOO million
worth of sales.

Among the Mal aysian firns taking part are Petronas, DRB-H com G oup
Tel ekom Mal aysi a Bhd, Gol den Hope Pl antati ons, Renong G oup, Southern Bank
Bhd, Cel com Mal aysia Sdn Bhd and Nestle Products Sdn Bhd.

Conpani es fromthe United States, Peru, Russia, South Korea, China and
New Zeal and are anong the foreign exhibitors.

The exhibition is open to trade visitors from10 amto 7 pmand to the
public from4 pmto 7 pmdaily fromtoday till Mnday.

Sone 20,000 visitors, including buyers fromoverseas, were expected at
the fair, he said

The exhi bition covers goods and services ranging from autonotive, food
and beverages, and healthcare to the tel ecomuni cati ons and tourism
sectors.

Visitors will also get the chance to have a closer | ook at the new
Proton Perdana V6 and Satria GIi nodel s which were |aunched by the Prine
M ni ster yesterday.

A visit to the Technol ogy Park Ml aysia and a sem nar on investnent
opportunities aree anong the activities |ined up for exhibitors.
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