31 OCT 1998
Mahat hir - Reut er s
DR MAHATH R OPENS REUTERS NEW OFFI CE

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 31 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad today officially opened Reuters Ml aysia's new office at the
Petronas Twin Towers, the world's tallest buildings here.

The news agency's new premni ses are |ocated on the 32nd fl oor of one the
t owers.

In his speech Dr Mahathir hoped news agencies would stick to their
facts and not invent facts nerely to be popul ar

He said it was inportant for themto report news as what it was because
peopl e around the world, especially businessmen, would nostly make their
deci si ons based on news reported by the agenci es.

"It is inportant for themto nmake decision to invest or not and if the
information is not accurate it will affect their decision.

"And | think that all reporters fromnews agencies provide the truth of
what is happening and not to misinformtheir clients especially the
busi nessnen, " he sai d.

The prinme mnister said with the advancenent of the infornmation
technol ogy t he peopl e shoul d be know edgeabl e but unfortunately it was not
so because there were a |l ot of themnot getting the real news because they
were seeing and hearing fromthe perception of what had been report ed.

He acknow edged Reuters' credibility in reporting bal anced and accurate
news but cautioned it "not to be distracted fromthe path."

Dr Mahathir al so said Mal aysi ans see all the international televisions
news reports with "jaundi ced eyes" sinply because they know that the
reports about Ml aysia were far frombeing true.

"If they can lie about our country, they could al so do so about
ot hers," he said.

He said there was much sensationalisation of news nowadays than before
and sonetimes the news reported were provocative

Citing an exanple, he said that if a person did not answer questions in
an interview, the "smart reporter” would interprete the way the intervi enwed
person response.

"It will be difficult for the person not to say or to say sonmething in
an interview," he said.

Jokingly Dr Mahat hir said he wi shed he could be a reporter rather than
what he is now during the interview, so that he could ask questions rather
t han answering t hem

But, he said, life would be boring if there was no politician to
entertain reporters.

Earlier Reuters Country Manager for Mal aysia and Brunei, Gudrun
Ni enaber said the conpany had identified about RMO million worth of new
projects it would carry out in the Miltinmedia Super Corridor (MsSC) over the
next five years.

Reuters was granted the MSC status fromthe Ml aysi an governnent on
June 1 this year.

The MSC is a 750-sg km zone south of here designated as a hub for the
devel opnent of multinedia products and services.

The proposed projects include regionalisation of certain Reuters
products and services, such as distributing Bernama news via its network
and distributing Asian news feed for the Internet and on-line service
provi ders.

The conpany al so planned to | aunch a few new products in the next few



mont hs, including an object-oriented display terminal with fully-integrated
functionalities and applications known as Kobra and a web-based delivery
platformfor | ess heavy-users.

Ni enaber added that Reuters' nove to the Petronas Twin Towers, the
buil ding of a new data centre also in the KLCC perinmeter, the MSC status,
the financial investnment and the | aunch of new products showed t he
conmpany's long-termand strong comrtnment to Malaysia, to its clients and
its high quality standard.
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