02 MAR 1998

DR MAHATHI R OPENS SMART PARTNERSHI P DAl LOGUE

KUALA LUMPUR, March 2 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad t oday opened the first National Smart Partnership D al ogue
'98 (NSPD) which, anmong other things, is expected to find ways to overcone
the current economic and financial crisis facing the nation.

Dr Mahathir started the two-day dial ogue, thened Econom c Recovery
Through Smart Partnership with a keynote address on "Nati onal Smart
Part nershi p Approach to Devel oprment Since | ndependence. ™

He is scheduled to be the noderator for the first session on
"Strengthening National Resilience Through Smart Partnership - Rol es of
Private Sector, Labour and Governnent."

The panel lists are Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak,

Mal aysi an Trades Uni on Congress (MIUC) President Zainal Ranpak and
Sungei Wy Group President and Group Chief Executive Tan Sri Dr Jeffrey
Cheah.

Sonme 300 participants including cabinet mnisters, political |eaders,
top governnment officials, corporate captains, trade union | eaders and
non- gover nent al representatives are attendi ng the di al ogue.

Deputy Prine M nister and Finance M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimis
scheduled to be the noderator for the fourth session on "Strategies for
Recovery - Human Capital, Val ues and Technol ogy ", tonorrow.

The dialogue is jointly organi sed by, anong others, the Ml aysian
| ndust ry- Gover nment G oup For Hi gh Technology (M GHT) in collaboration with
t he Acadeny of Sciences Mal aysia, the Comonweal th Partnership for
Technol ogy and Managenent (CPTM, the Institute for Strategi c and
International Studies (I1SIS), the Malaysian Institute of Econom c Research
(MER), the National Chanber of Commerce and | ndustry Ml aysi a and
Technol ogy Park Mal aysia (TPM.

Chai rman of the National Organising Conmittee Tan Sri Dr Ovar Abdul
Rahman tol d a nedia conference yesterday the NSPD is being held to spread
the concept of smart partnership to Malaysian | eaders after it was
successfully accepted at international |evel through the Langkaw
I nternational D al ogue.-- BERNAVA
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