27 FEB 1998

DR MAHATHI R LAUNCHES PROTON S RAPI D PROTOTYPI NG CENTRE

SHAH ALAM Feb 27 (Bername) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad today | aunched Perusahaan O onobil Nasional Bhd's (Proton) Rapid
Prototyping Centre at the national car manufacturing plant here.

The rapi d prototyping technology will aid Proton's research and
devel opnent teamto eval uate new autonotive designs faster, which wll
greatly enhance the company's conpetitiveness in new nodel production,
Proton said in a statenent rel eased here today.

The rapi d prototypi ng process enabl es the conversion of three
di mensi onal conputer-ai ded design (CAD) data to accurate, machi ne generated
prototypes in less than one-third the time of traditional nethods.

Wthout the rapid prototyping technol ogy, two di nensional drawi ng data
had to be used to manual |y nmake prototypes. Proton's previ ous prototypes
were nostly made in Japan

Present at the cl osed door event held in conjunction with Dr Mahathir's
private visit to the plant were Proton's chai rman Dat uk Mohd Sal eh Sul ong
and chi ef executive officer Tengku Mahal eel Tengku Ariff.

Proton said it first decided to acquire the rapid prototyping
technol ogy in md-1997 to enable it to design and build its own car.

It said high technology |ike rapid prototyping could turn Malaysia into
a technical base for manufacturing research for the entire region.

Tengku Mahal eel noted that with a capacity of 35 nillion cmof rapid
prototyping parts per year, the Proton centre would be the |argest in Asia
and Australia, excluding Japan.

Proton said the prototyping service would not be linmted to the
autonotive industry al one but would al so serve other industries for the
producti on of prototypes, noulds and tools needed for short production
runs.

Dr Mahathir later |aunched Proton's website which furnishes the
conmpany's corporate profile, taking visitors through a tour of its plant as
well as the interior of the Proton Putra 1.8EXi

The website also allows for on-line job applications, contains past
press rel eases and provides informati on on Proton nodel ranges.

Proton said in a separate statenent that the | aunch of the website
under the address ww. protoncar.comwas in keeping with the nation's
comm tnment to the Multimedi a Super Corridor (MSC) project as well as
signifying Proton's readiness to enter the 21st century's era of
i nformation technol ogy.

It said the creation of the website was in tandemw th Proton's current
nmove towards a highly structured global supply chain by tightening its
i nkages with suppliers and custoners.

Prot on expects the nove woul d nake a positive inmpact on its product
qual ity and custoner servi ce.

As a marketing tool, the website is expected to provide custoners,
especially international ones, imediate access to infornmati on on Proton,
who believes that with the right pronotions and marketing techni ques, the
website woul d be an excellent platformto strengthen its brand i mage
globally, increase its custoners database and even venture into on-line
sal es on the net.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir wi tnessed an | SO 9002 certificates presentation
cerenmony, where Tengku Mahal eel received the certificates from SIR M chi ef
executive officer Dr Ariffin Aton.



Prot on was awarded the | SO 9002 Qual ity Managenment Systens
certifications fromVehicle Certification Agency (VCA) of the United
Ki ngdomand SIRIM effective Jan 12 this year.

Proton said it first enbarked on the | SO 9002 quality programe six
mont hs ago, with the objective of becom ng nore conpetitive in the gl obal
mar ket pl ace.

It said SIRIMs certification was to reinforce the donestic customer
confidence in its cars while that from VCA was a boost to its export
expansi on pl ans of expandi ng current market bases and seeki ng new export
markets in 1998.

At the cerenony, Dr Mahathir presented certificates of appreciation to
Proton's |1 SO 9002 i npl enentati on team headed by Yasi m Mbhanmed of Systens
and Processes Audit Department of the Quality Division. -- BERNAMVA
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