03 AUG 1998

DR MAHATHI R RECEI VES DJI BOUTI AWARD

KUALA LUVMPUR, Aug 3 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad was today conferred Dji bouti's second hi ghest award " Comrandeur de
la Gande Etoile ", presented to only heads of governnent.

Dr Mahathir received the award when he called on Djiboutian President
Hassan CGoul ed Aptidon, who is here for a nine-day state visit.

Aptidon, who arrived yesterday, was accorded an official welcome at
Parlianment Square in the norning.

He will lead a delegation for bilateral talks with Dr Mahathir at the
Prime Mnister's Ofice |ater today.

The president will have an audi ence wi th Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku
Ja'afar, who will later host a state banquet in Aptidon's honour at |stana
Negara toni ght.

Tuanku Ja' afar will be conferred Djibouti's highest award "G and
Dignhataire de | a Grande Etol e" at the banquet.
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