01 SEP 1998
Mahat hi r - Anwar
DR MAHATH R SAYS HE HAS GOOD RELATI ONSHI P W TH ANWAR

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 1 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today his relationship with his deputy Datuk Seri Anwar
I brahimis "good".

Asked to commrent on the possibility of Anwar resigning, Dr Mahathir
said: "You will have to ask him If he wants to resign how do I know what
he is thinking."

"If he offers to resign, if he gives a very good reason, health reasons
like | can't breathe anynore and all that, | will have to accept. It all
depends on the reason," said Dr Mahat hir when asked on the status of Anwar
at a news conference after he appeared in a special televised interview on
the country's econom ¢ situation here.

Dr Mahat hir al so quashed specul ati ons of a Cabi net reshuffle.

"There is no truth until it becomes the truth," he said.

Yest erday, Anwar, after neeting Pernmatang Pauh Umo division nenbers in
Pul au Pi nang, repeated that he was not resigning fromany government or
political posts.

Despite his assertions, there are runours that Anwar, who is al so
Fi nance M nister, has tendered his resignation.

In reply to a question, Dr Mahathir said Anwar and the Finance Mnistry
supported the new neasures announced by Bank Negara today to control
capital flows.

He said Anwar was an executive nmenber of the National Econonic Action
Counci | (NEAC) which was set up to chart the country's econom c recovery.

Dr Mahathir is NEAC chairman.
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