01 APR 1998
DR MAHATHI R SAYS VOLVO TO CONTI NUE EXPANDI NG | N MALAYSI A

By: Van A Hul ai mi

LONDON, April 1 (Bernama) -- Volvo, one of the world' s biggest
aut omobi | e makers, has full confidence in the Mal aysi an econony and wil |
continue with its expansion plans in the country, said Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad t oday.

Speaking after a brief visit to Volvo in Sweden where he had w t nessed
new car naking techni ques, he added that Vol vo conpany officials, who
expressed great interest in Mlaysia, also believed that the present
econom c difficulties affecting the country were only tenporary.

Dr Mahathir, who is here to attend the Second Asi a- Europe Meeting
(ASEM2) begi nning tonorrow until Saturday, told Mal aysian journalists after
nmeeting | eaders of Kelab UWNO United Ki ngdom for about an hour, that he
hoped to explain the South East Asian econom c situation to European
countri es.

Asi an nations attending the ASEM?2 neeting woul d i ssue a statenment as
well as a joint comruni que at the end of the neeting. Sources here said the
communi que i s expected to touch on the South East Asian crisis.

Wiile in London, Dr Mahathir will hold talks with Asian and European
| eaders including | ndonesi an vice president B.J.Habi bie, Luxenbourg prine
m ni ster Jean Cl aude Juncker and French president Jacques Chirac besides
attendi ng t he ASEM2 Sumni t.

He is also scheduled to visit Leafield, a conpany in Oxford | ater on
Wednesday, hold a cl osed-door dial ogue with nenbers of the Comobnweal t h
Partners for Techni cal Managenent (CPTM on the Mal aysi an econony and
Wi t ness an agreenent signing cerenony to pronote Ml aysian products at the
Harr ods departnent store.

Bef ore | eaving for hone on Saturday, he will visit the Frazer-Nash
resear ch consul tancy outsi de London.

After the ASEM2 Summit, Dr Mahathir will deliver a keynote address at a
speci al conference on "Building a New Asi a Europe Partnership”.

It will be attended by representatives fromnore than 20 countries in
Asi a and Europe. Twenty corporate captains fromMal aysia will attend the
t hree- day conf erence.

The conference will also study the achi evenents of ASEM besi des
di scussing various trade i ssues concerning Asi a-Europe and the worl d.

O her speakers at the conference include the British mnister of state
for foreign affairs, Derek Fatchett, Securities Comm ssion chairnman Datuk
Dr Munir Majid and the Singapore-based Asi a- Europe Foundati on executive
director, Prof Tonmy Koh.

Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah, who is also here with Dr Mahathir, will open
an art exhibition "Rupa Malaysia" in the Brunei Gallery at the School of
Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) on Thursday. "Rupa Mal aysia", which
will display works fromwel | -known Mal aysian artistes, is jointly organi sed
by National Art Gallery of Malaysia and the Asi a-Europe Foundation. --
BERNAMA
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