18 DEC 1998
Mahat hi r - DPM
DR MAHATHI R STI LL UNDECI DED OVER NEW DPM

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 18 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said he is still considering who anong "a | ot of people in nind"
shoul d be his new deputy.

As he was approached yet again by reporters on the subject for the
third tine this week, Dr Mahathir said he had yet to make a deci sion on the
appoi nt rent of a new DPM

“I"'mstill thinking and | have not decided,"” he told reporters after
nmeeti ng heads of Felda schene settlers fromthroughout the country at
Fel da' s Merak Kayangan hal | here.

Asked whet her he had al ready shorlisted the eligible candi dates, the
prime mnister said: "Alot of people in mnd, people who apparently
consider they are eligible."

He was asked about the appoi ntnment of the new DPM before departing
Hanoi yesterday and earlier at the close of |ast Sunday's Umo speci al
general assenbly here.

In Hanoi yesterday Dr Mahathir said he was still considering at the
monent whet her to appoint a new DPM before next year's Umo el ections
schedul ed for June.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Umo president, was al so non-conmittal when
asked whet her the probabl e candi dates included those not fromanong the
i ncunbent party vice presidents.

"I can't tell you all lest it will cause problens. Foreigners may not
like it.Vice president will get angry. I'mnot telling," he said.

Umo has three vice presidents nanely Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahnad Badaw ,
who is also Foreign Mnister, Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak
and fornmer Sel angor Menteri Besar Tan Sri Muhammad Haji Mihamad Tai b who
had been granted | eave by the party.

The DPM post fell vacant follow ng the expul sion of Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahimfromthe Cabinet [ast Sept 2 and from Umo the next day.
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