28 FEB 1998
Mahat hi r - Brune
DR MAHATH R HOLDS TALKS W TH SULTAN OF BRUNE

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 28 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oday hel d di scussions with Brunei's Sultan Hassanal Bol ki ah on the
financial and econonic crisis in the region at the Shangri-La Hotel here.

Their tal ks which started at 11.30 amwere expected to centre on the
| at est devel opnents in the region's econom es, especially in coordinating
efforts to overcone the crisis.

Sul tan Hassanal arrived here | ast night for an overni ght working visit.

He was acconpani ed by his younger brother, Prince Jefri Bol kiah, who is
the chai rman of the Brunei |nvestnment Agency, the Brunei government's
i nvestnent arm and secretaries-general Yahya Bakar (Finance M nistry),
Abdul Aziz Abdul Rahman (Prinme Mnister's Departrment) and Li mJock Seng
(Foreign Mnistry).

The Foreign Mnistry said in a statement on Thursday that the purpose
of Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah's trip was to have di scussions with Dr Mahathir
"especially in the context of coordinating efforts to overcone the
crisis.”

The two | eaders |last nmet on Feb 18 when Dr Mahat hir nmade an overni ght
trip to Bandar Seri Begawan.

Dr Mahathir said after that neeting that Brunei had agreed to the
proposal to use regional currencies for trade anong Asean nenber countri es.

The proposal is being studied by several other Asean countries
i ncl udi ng Si ngapore.

Sul tan Hassanal is scheduled to depart honme after attending a | uncheon
hosted by Dr Mahathir at the hotel.-- BERNAMA
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