17 MAR 1998
Radar
DR MAHATH R LAUNCHES STRAI TS RADAR SYSTEM NEXT FRI DAY

KUALA LUMPUR, March 17 (Bernama) -- A RMLOO-million radar systemto
enhance traffic safety in the Malacca Straits will be officially
comm ssioned by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad next week.

Transport M nister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said today the
comm ssioning of the systemon March 27 woul d enabl e Mal aysi an aut horities
to nonitor novement of vessels plying the world' s busiest waterway and
avert collision anmong t hem

"The radar detects the novenent of each vessel passing through the
straits and gives out early warning if ships are on collision course," he
told reporters here.

Li ng, who earlier opened an Ami m (Association of Marine Industries
Mal aysi a) forum here, however said mandatory reporting by ships could not
be inplemented yet in the Malacca Straits although the Internationa
Maritime Organi sation has already approved it in principle.

The radar system woul d be manned by the Marine Departnent at Port Kl ang
and Kukup in Johor, he said.

It has been installed within Ml aysian waters off Port Kl ang and
Tanj ung Pi ai and Pengerang i n Johor.

Li ng said mandatory reporting by ships, as observed in several advanced
countries, could only be enforced in the Straits six nonths after the
organi sation's conference schedul ed for My.

The ruling requires every ship passing through the Straits to report to
t he nearest control centre.

He said International Maritinme Organisation' s approval was necessary to
enforce the ruling as the Malacca Straits "is an i nnocent passage."”

About 30, 000 ships, nostly cargo and container carriers, use the narrow
and congested Mal acca Straits in a year risking not only collisions causing
| osses of millions of ringgit but also costlier damage to the environnent
by oil spills.

The latest major collision occurred last Cct 1 between cargo vessels
MV ICL Vikraman and MV Munt killing 12 crewren with 15 others stil

m ssi ng.
On the registration of Ml aysian-owned | eisure craft, Ling said the
requi rement woul d be incorporated into the Ml aysia Shipping Bill now being

drafted by combining three existing ordi nances on nerchant shi ppi ng.

The i ssue was the main agenda of the two-day forum

Ling said the proposed bill, which seeks to streanline national
maritine |l aws with those enforced internationnally, provides for
regi stration of local |eisure and recreational vessels to ascertain
seawort hi ness.

Upon registration, an owner of such vessel would be issued certificate
as proof of ownership and rel ated docunment to facilitate mooring in foreign
ports, Ling said.

"The draft provision is still under discussion," said Ling.

The ninister was confident that the proposed bill would be a boon to
t he devel opnent of the Mal aysian as well as Asean's nmarine tourism
i ndustry.

Earlier in his speech, Ling commended Amimfor organi sing the forum
whi ch coul d provi de feedback required by the industry. -- BERNAVA
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