21/ 09/ 1998
Dr Mahathir: Action will be taken according to the | aw

Ranml an Sai d

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad
descri bed his former deputy Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim who today held two
illegal assenblies, as a desperate man who is breaking the | aw.

He sai d whatever action to be taken agai nst Anwar woul d be carried out
according to the | aw

"The due process of the laww || have to take place. | amquite sure the
peopl e i mpl ementing this knowtheir job ... they will do what is required
of them" he said at a Press conference after visiting the Commonweal th
Ganmes Main Press Centre at M nt Hotel.

Dr Mahat hir said everybody had to face the sane | aw as none was
privileged, adding that in Anwar's case, it was up to the police to decide
on when to act.

Anwar and t housands of his supporters today turned up at Masjid Negara
and | ater marched to the Merdeka Squar e despite not obtaining any pernit
to hold the assenblies.

The Prime Mnister was earlier asked as to when Anwar woul d be arrested
foll owi ng the adm ssion of guilt by two people in the Sessions Court
yesterday that they had all owed thensel ves to be sodom sed by Anwar.

Dr Munawar Ahnmad Anees, 51, and Anwar's adopt ed brot her Sukma Dar mawan
Sasmitaat Madja, 37, were sentenced to six nonths' jail each after they
pl eaded guilty to the offence.

Anwar was sacked as Deputy Prinme M nister and Fi nance M ni ster on Sept 2
and fromUmo on Sept 4 for alleged noral m sconduct.

To a suggestion that the police were waiting for the Conmonweal th Ganes
to end and the departure of the | arge foreign Press corps before arresting
Anwar, Dr Mahat hir said as far as he was concerned, if something that
needed to be done was right, then it would be carried out regardl ess of
the timng.

"If they wanted to wait for the Ganes to end, | don't think they would
have arrested the two people. The police have their owmn own tinetable ...
we are not mani pul ati ng anyt hing."

The Prime M nister said the desperation could al so be seen fromAnwar's
call for himto step down and his criticismthat the police were acting
like the Nazi's secret police, Gestapo.

"l understand his feelings. He has been di sm ssed but cannot di sm ss ne,
soit is entirely logical for himto ask for ny resignation.

"Aman in that kind of situation will make all kinds of accusations but
the main point is you have to prove them" he said.

Dr Mahathir said the fact remai ned that Anwar was t he one breaki ng t he
law by holding illegal rallies, an act he had often criticised when he was
in the governnent.

He said Anwar often claimed that he woul d be arrested under the Internal
Security Act but this did not happen.

"Of course this is not noticed. Lots of people think those in the
Opposi tion have privil eges which people in the Government do not have.

"W have arrested a Chief Mnister and MPs fromthe party but nobody
noti ced that and (continue) to say that we are only goi ng after Cpposition
nmenbers. "

In fact, Dr Mahathir said no one had been spared includi ng menbers of
the ruling party hol ding high positions.

On whet her he was surprised over the details enmerging fromyesterday's



court cases involving the two nen, the Prime M nister said the el ement of
surprise was fadi ng because he had now accepted the fact that Anwar
behaved t hat way.

"At first of course |l told the people who brought this to ny attention
that they were really trying to get rid of himbut after sonme time, the
evi dence was too strong and so | had to accept themand take action.
think this is sonething that apparently he indulged into ny regret.”

Asked whet her he believed the adm ssion of the two, Dr Mahathir said
nobody woul d conme up and confess sonmet hing that was very danmaging to
t hensel ves

"Infact | believe Anwar felt quite safe because he thought these people
will never admt to sonething that they woul d be very ashanmed of but as it
is, they have nmade an admi ssion

"Nobody in the right m nd woul d want to damage t hensel ves by maki ng such
a confession."

On Anwar's contention that the confessions were nade under duress, the
Prime M ni ster said anyone could verify this by asking the two whet her
they had been tortured.

The Prime M nister was al so asked by a foreign reporter on how | ong he
would like to see his fornmer deputy in jail

"l do not enjoy this. | w sh he had not done this and succeeded nme and
everyt hi ng woul d have been fi ne.
"But here | have this thing thrown into ny face, | have econonic

problens to deal with, Sukom Apec is conming. But it happened," he said.

On whet her the capital control neasures introduced by Mal aysi a on Sept 1
coul d becone a nodel, Dr Mahathir said these were done to protect the
country's econony.

"We are not asking that we should serve as a nodel for anyone. What
ot her people want to dois entirely their business but we think we are
doing the right thing."

On the possibility of others enmul ating Mal aysi a' s noves, Dr Mahat hir
cautioned that as the situation differed fromcountry to country, copying
measur es done by ot hers was not a good way of managi ng thi ngs.

( END)
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