10 NOV 1998
Mahat hi r - Anwar
DR MAHATH R THI NKS ANWAR W LL NOT JO N UWNO AGAI N

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 10 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad does
not think that former deputy prine mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimwl I
join Umo again, considering the things he had said about the party after
his dism ssal fromthe governnent and party.

The prinme mnister also said that Anwar could run his own politica
party if the court acquitted himof the charges he is facing.

Dr Mahathir said this in alive interview over Biz Asia, a CNN
programe, tonight.

He was responding to a question from anchorwonman Lorrai ne Hahn whet her
he was willing to take Anwar back if Anwar was found not guilty, or let him
run his own political party.

Anwar is currently on trial on four charges of corrupt practice. He
faces another charge of corrupt practice and five of sexual mi sconduct.

Commrenting that Anwar's trial had provoked unprecedented worl dw de
attention and criticismfromwestern and Asi an | eaders, Hahn asked whet her
this friction could break up regi onal cooperation.

Dr Mahathir said it might affect it for a while but it would not be

| asting.

"Once the trial (of Anwar) is over, the people know what is right and
what is wong. | think their position on this issue will be resolved," he
sai d.

Asked why he said that, Dr Mahathir replied: "I think we believe in

wor ki ng together, this kind of thing happens in every country. If we start
criticising each other, we can never get on."

Asked whet her he cared about what the world thought of himfor speaking
his m nd, which had often received condemation, Dr Mahathir said: "O
course | do, but then there are things that need to be said. If you want to
be honest to yourself you nust make criticismeventhough that will attract
adverse coments fromothers."

Dr Mahathir al so said that Anwar's di sm ssal had nothing to do with
either economc or political challenges fromAnwar but was because of noral
i ssues.

"Politically I feel | can handle his so-callled threat to nmy | eadership
because by and | arge the party is very supportive. As you can see, nobody
has left the party," he said.

Dr Mahathir al so said that he had groonmed Anwar all these years because
he thought he was the best person to take over fromhim

Asked on his successor, Dr Mahathir said Umo would deci de who woul d
t ake over shoul d anyt hi ng happen to him

Dr Mahathir al so gave an assurance that Anwar would get a fair trial as
trials in Ml aysian courts had al ways been fair

To a question that he had been listed as a prosecution witness in
Anwar's trial, he said he had not been asked to testify but he would if
cal | ed.

Asked whether the Internal Security Act (I1SA) was still necessary in
this day and age, Dr Mahathir said: "The | aws have actually been revi ewed
but we were still uncertain whether we can do away with these | aws or not.

But fromtine to time they will be reviewed."

Asked whether he was prepared to use the | SA agai nst the internationa
medi a who angered hi mas one newspaper reporter advocated, he said: "No, |
think people are free to make any suggestion they want. If the governnent



wants to use the ISA on the nedia it would have used it |ong ago."
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