07 OCT 1998
Li ng-Ports
DR MAHATHI R TO CHAI R DI ALOGUE ON THE USE OF LOCAL PORTS

KUALA LUMPUR, COct 7 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad wi |l chair a dial ogue on the use of local ports, particularly Port
Kl ang, to make them successful |oad centres.

Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said today the dial ogue
woul d i nvol ve representatives of freight forwarders, hauliers, inporters,
exporters and other players in the transport industry.

The date of the dial ogue woul d be announced | ater, he told reporters
after the weekly Cabi net neeting, here.

Dr Ling said efforts to make | ocal ports |oad centres should not be the
sole responsibility of the mnistry and officials of the respective ports
were al so expected to help the governnent in marketing their ports.

He said that if Port Klang could be turned into a load centre, all nain
line vessels would call there.

He said that in the first six nmonths this year transhipnents at Port
Kl ang had i ncreased whil e inports had decreased.

"I't is very encouraging, which neans that Ml aysians are usi ng Port
Kl ang as a transhi pnent centre. Even the regional cargo is com ng here from
Chi ttagong, Madras and Bel awan," he added.
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