12 AUG 1998
Li ng-Ports
DR MAHATHI R TO CHAI R MEETI NG ON THE USE OF LOCAL PORTS

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 12 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad will chair a cabinet commttee neeting on the use of local ports to
make them particularly Port Klang, successful |oad centres.

Transport M nister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said today the neeting
woul d invol ve representatives fromthe International Trade and | ndustry
M ni stry, chanbers of commerce, freight forwarders, hauliers, inporters,
exporters and other players in the transport industry.

The date of the neeting would be announced later, he told reporters at
his office, here.

Dr Ling said the government, at its weekly cabinet neeting, felt that
it was not just the responsibility of the ministry and the respective ports
to help the country get out of the econom c crisis.

It had now becone a national effort to nmake | ocal ports |oad centres
and he called on those involved in the transport chain to play a role and
give their fullest cooperation towards nmaki ng the nove a success.

"W nust turn local ports into |load centres in view of the current
recessi on where we need to save the ringgit fromflowing out. This is why
we are pronoting |ocal products and now we are urging players in this
sector to use local ports with the same objective," he said.

He said what was nost inportant was that this effort should be seen as
an urgent natter because the shipping pattern was changi ng t hroughout the
wor | d.

Shi ppi ng conpani es and shi ps were getting bigger and woul d skip snal
ports and only go where there was a | ot of cargo, he said.

Dr Ling said that if Port Klang could be turned into a | oad centre, al
main |ine vessels would call there.

"This will be good business and the country will benefit and there will
be a whole new growmh area in termof ship bunkering, repairing and
bui l di ng, " he added.
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