15 JAN 1998

DR MAHATHI R TO MEET SUHARTO ON SATURDAY

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 15 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad wi |l make a one-day working visit to I ndonesia on Saturday for
tal ks with President Suharto.

According to a Wsna Putra statenent, the purpose of Dr Mahathir's
visit is to exchange views and hold di scussions with Suharto on the | atest
econom ¢ and financial situation affecting the region.

The statenment said the last tinme the two | eaders net was during the
G oup of 15 (G 15) Meeting held here | ast Cctober.

Dr Mahathir is expected to return hone i mediately after his neeting
wi th Suharto.

Dr Mahathir told a news conference after chairing a National
Informati on Technol ogy Council neeting here today that he wanted to neet
Suharto and di scuss with him"because we are nei ghbours."

Suharto had spoken with | eaders of several nations the past week over
Indonesia's difficulties due to the financial and economnic crises in Asia.

Suharto and International Monetary Fund (I M) managi ng director M chel
Candessus signed a nenorandumin Jakarta today to accelerate reforms to
deal with the turnoil.

The nenorandum sets out fresh steps |Indonesia nust take under a
US$43-bil lion bail out package agreed with the | MF | ast October. -- BERNAMA
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