03/ 03/ 1998
Dr Mahathir to officiate at GP

Charl otte Venudran

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad i s schedul ed to officiate at
the Mal aysian | eg of the 1998 Wrld Motorcycle Grand Prix at the Johor
Circuit in Pasir Gudang on April 19.

Dr Mahathir will also officially open the newfacilities at the Sultan
Ismail Airport in Senai, which has undergone nmassi ve renovati on work, on
t he sanme day.

State Touri smConmittee chai rman Dat uk Ji nmy Low Boon Hong said this
yesterday after flagging off the 1998 Mot orcross and Cubcross Chanpi onship
at Felda U u Penggeli.

The nove was initiated by Mal aysia Airport Bhd, which took over as
pronoters for the Mal aysian | eg | ast year.

Low sai d t he Johor Sports Council, together with Johor Tourism
Departnment and Mal aysia Airports Bhd, were currently formul ating
programmes to attract i nternati onal and donestic tourismin conjunction
with the race.

"W are spending sone RVb nmillion to organi se various pronotional
packages for visitors using the Senai airport as their entry point and for
t hose staying in local hotels."

Meanwhi | e, Low urged Sports Comuni cati on Sdn Bhd, whi ch nmanages t he
1. 86kmnotorcross circuit at Fel da U u Penggeli, to organi se nore events
to garner participation fromlocal notorcycl e enthusi asts.

"By having nore races, we will not only build notorsports inthe State
but help keep illegal racing at bay," he said.

Atotal of 168 | ocal and 38 foreign conpetitors took part in the 1998
Mot ocr oss and Cubcross Chanpi onshi p.
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