19 JUN 1998

DR MAHATHI R OPENS 52nd UMNO CENERAL ASSEMBLY

KUALA LUMPUR, June 19 (Bernama) -- The three-day 1998 Umo general
assenbly began at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre (PWC) here today attended
by nore than 1,900 del egates.

The openi ng cerenony, at the PWC square, started with Prinme M nister
and Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad i nspected a
guar d- of - honour nounted by a brigade of the party's youth and wonen's w ngs
foll owed by a flag-raising cerenony.

Deputy Prine Mnister and party deputy president Datuk Seri Anwar
I brahim party secretary-general Datuk Sabbaruddin Chi k and nenbers of the
Umo Suprenme Council were present.

Dr Mahathir then delivered the presidential address fornally opening
the general assenbly, the party's 52nd, at PWC s Dewan Merdeka.

Leaders of the Bari san Nasi onal component parties, |local and foreign
observers were anong the party's guests at the opening al ongsi de 14
representatives of political parties fromother countries.

Ei ght een representatives and six observers fromUmmo cl ubs overseas are
al so attendi ng the assenbly.
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