09/ 07/ 1998
Dr Mahathir's policies get thunbs up from That cher

P. Selvarani in London

FORVER British Prime M nister Baroness Margaret Thatcher has agreed with
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad's view that the

I nternational Monetary Fund needs to inprove its surveillance of

i nternational capital flows to avoid unexpected econoni c upsets.

She said it was easy to understand Dr Mahathir's di sappoi nt nent at
seei ng Mal aysi a' s renmar kabl e record of econom ¢ growt h suddenly eroded by
the downturn

"W may di ffer about some of the reasons. But | do agree that Ml aysi a
has been nore severely buffeted by the economc storns in Asia than she
deserves

"l also agree with Dr Mahathir that the | M- needs to inprove its
surveillance of international capital flows so that such vast and
unexpect ed upsets can be avoided in the future," she said.

That cher was speaki ng when | aunchi ng The WAy Forward, a conpil ati on of
essays by Dr Mahathir, at the Dorchester Hotel here on Tuesday.

She beli eves that the econonic problens are tenporary and coul d be
overcone with the right policies.

"Under the strong | eadership of Dr Mahathir and his Finance M ni ster and
deputy (Datuk Seri) Anwar | brahim that should be entirely, enminently
achi evabl e. "

That cher al so hit out at Dr Mahathir's critics whomshe said "shoul d
renenber that without anbition, you achi eve not hi ng, and great projects
are what gives a nation pride initself"

She described Dr Mahat hir as an outstandi ng | eader who had hel ped turn
Mal aysi a i nto one of the great success stories of the second half of the
century.

The Way Forward, which retails at STGL6 a copy, contains a series of
essays by Dr Mahathir on the reasons for the fornulati on of the New
Economic Policy and its success and failures.

The 133-page book i s published by Wi denfeld and Ni col son.
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