04 FEB 1998

DR MAHATHI R TO UPDATE HI MSELF DURI NG VI SI TS TO ASEAN COUNTRI ES

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 4 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
his visit to three Asean-nmenber countries is merely to update hinmself on
the situation in those countries followi ng the econom c crisis that plunged
the region since the mddle of |ast year.

"I"'mvisiting Thail and not because Al -Fayed was there,"” he told a joint
press conference with Egyptian-born tycoon Mhamed Al - Fayed.

Al -Fayed is on a three-day visit to Mal aysia and anong the pl aces he
had visited include Langkawi and the Kuala Lunpur International Airport in
Sepang.

Al -Fayed was in Thail and before comi ng to Ml aysi a.

Dr Mahathir is scheduled to | eave for Bangkok tonorrow fol |l owed by
Mani | a and Si ngapore.

"I'mcalling on friends, the Thai Prinme Mnister, going to see Fide
Ranpbs and | will be dropping in Singapore to neet Goh Chok Tong," he said.

"I't's kind of updating nyself on the situation in the Asean grouping,"
he added. -- BERNAMVA
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