29 MAY 1998
Mahat hi r - Sabah
DR MAHATH R CONFI RVS THAT GHAPUR WANTED OUT OF STATE CABI NET

KOTA BAHARU, May 29 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad today confirmed that forner Sabah Deputy Chief M nister Datuk Abdu
Ghapur Salleh had infornmed himthat he did not want to join the new state
cabi net.

Dr Mahathir said he had received an official request from Ghapur, who
was al so Finance Mnister in the old state cabinet, not to be re-appointed.

"He (Ghapur) was not sworn-in yesterday becuase he asked not to be
re-appointed. It was his choice. He asked ne officially," he told reporters
after opening the Kel antan Mul ti nmedi a, Tel ecommuni cati ons and El ectronics
Exposition (Entek' 98) in Tumpat, near here.

He said Umo woul d announce Ghapur's successor |ater.

Ghapur yesterday declined re-appointnment to the new cabi net headed by
Tan Sri Bernard Donpok, who was sworn in as Chief Mnister the sane day.

He cited personal problens and failure to discharge his duties, the
same reasons he gave when he announced his resignation fromthe two posts
| ast Decenber, which he |later w thdrew

Asked to comrent on the status of Negeri Senbilan state executive
counci |l or Datuk Waad Mansor who was charged with five counts of corrupt
practice two days ago, Dr Mahathir, who is also Umo president, said the
Umo suprene council mght discuss the matter at its next neeting.

Waad, who is also the state Education, |Information and Hunman Resources
Action Committee chairman, was all owed RM60, 000 in two sureties and the
case was fixed for mention in the Serenmban Hi gh Court on June 22

On the Kel antan governnent's request to the federal governnment to
resolve the water crisis in the state, Dr Mahathir said the federa
governnent was prepared to hel p, especially regardi ng weaknesses in water
supply which was privatised to Kel antan Water Sdn Bhd t hree years ago.

"We were asked to intervene and we will try (to do) whatever we can.”
he sai d.

He sai d, however, that the PAS governnent nust acknow edge the federa
governnent's contribution to the devel opnment of Kel ant an.

"Don't say that they do not need federal assistance. They cl ai mthat
there is no economic turmoil in Kelantan because the Kel antan governnent is
efficient. That is not true, and the people feel it," he said.

The prime mnister also said that during his visit to Japan starting
Monday he woul d make deliver speeches on the econonmi c and financial crises,
especially in the Mal aysi an cont ext.

"The Japanese are interested to know what happened and the neasures
that we are taking," he said.

Dr Mahathir conceded that the econom ¢ downturn affecting countries
i ke Japan had resulted in | ess investnents from Japanese mul tinmedi a
conpani es in Mal aysia and the Multinmedi a Super Corridor (MsC).
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