16 JAN 1998
Mahat hi r - Fanati cs
DR MAHATHI R WANTS MUSLI MS NOT TO BE FANATI CS

BUKIT KAYU H TAM Jan 16 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamed toni ght advi sed Muslinms not to be extrenme and fanatic in
chanpi oning their political ideol ogies because this could endanger a
country.

Dr Mahathir said fanaticismcould cause the followers of a group to
commt nurder anong Muslinms thensel ves.

He said Muslins should practise noderation and abi de by the true
teachi ngs of |slam

"That is why the governnent is always calling on Muslins to be
noder ate, whatever their political ideologies," he said at a breaki ng of
fast at the Inmigration Conplex, here.

Present was Besar Perlis Datuk Seri Shahi dan Kassi m

The function was attended by about 150 peopl e conprising state
executive councillors, governnent officers and |ocal residents. Al so
present were several Thai immgration officers on duty at the border
checkpoi nt .

Citing the mass killing of Muslinms in Algeria and the killing of
foreign tourists in Egypt recently, Dr Mahathir said he was sad that such
t hi ngs happened in Muslimnations.

"I amvery sad that although Muslinms in Malaysia |live in peace and
harmony, there is terrible pressure on Muslins in other countries,"” he
sai d.

Such things like the killings which cause pressure continue to occur in
countries led by Muslins but not in non-Islamc countries, he added.
"What kind of Muslins are prepared to kill their brothers in religion

solely to fulfil their political ideologies? Does our religion ask us to
sl aught er the aged and i nnocent chil dren?" he said.

"We nust guard fromthe start so that such terrible things do not
happen to our country because snmall things can becone big if left
unchecked, " he said.

He urged Muslinms to keep their feelings in check in whatever situation
so that peace and prosperity would prevail. -- BERNAMA
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