10 NOV 1998
Mahat hi r - Successor
DR MAHATHI R WANTS TO STEP DOMN AS SOON AS PGCSSI BLE

Correcting para 1 to read "could instead of "woul d".

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 10 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
tonight he would Iike to step down as soon as possi bl e but before doing
that he had a responsibility to ensure that his successor could carry on
where he left off.

"It will take at | east one year as next year will be the Umo
election,” he said in a live interview over Biz Asia, a CNN programe.

The prime mnister was interviewd by Biz Asia's Lorrai ne Hahn who had
earlier asked Dr Mahathir how |l ong he plans to stay on as prine mnister as
he is now the longest serving prine mnister in Asia.

"I would like to step down as soon as possible. | have a responsibility
to make sure my successor can carry on where | leave off. It will take at
| east one year as next year will be the Umo el ection," he said.

Asked how he like to be renmenbered, Dr Mahathir said: "I dont care nuch
whet her people renmenber ne or not but | like to see all we have pl anned
mat eri al i se.

"I amnot inportant, | amjust passing through," he said.

Asked what nore he hoped to achi eve, having successfully | ed Ml aysia
for 17 years, Dr Mahathir said he like to see Ml aysi a becone a devel oped
nati on by 2020.

However, to do that, everything nmust be in place, all the right steps
and all the right policies, so that the succeeding prinme ninister could
carry on fromthere, he said.

To a question on whether he would call for an early general election if
former deputy prine mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahims supporters’ reform
movenent gat hered speed, Dr Mahathir said he did not think it would cone to
t hat .

"I dont think the reformnovenment woul d snowball into a big novenent.

At the nonent, it concerns a few people and a mnority group,” he said.

On whet her the government could control the reformnmovenent if it
continued, he said: "W have until the year 2000 for elections so | think
we have plenty of tine to do that."
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