18 APR 1998
Mahat hi r - MoU
DR MAHATHI R W TNESSES SI GNI NG OF TWO MU

JOHOR BAHARU, April 18 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad who is on a two-day working visit to Johor today wi tnessed
the signing of two Menorandum of Under standi ng (MU).

The first MoU was between Pertani an Johor Tenggara (PJT), a subsidiary
of Johor Tenggara G| Pal mBerhad (JTOP), and Tekni k Segar Sdn Bhd for
joint pronmotion and devel opment of Technol ogy Park at Ladang Si sek, Kota
Ti nggi

The two conpanies intend to develop the park in stages as a
Bi ot echnol ogy Park w th anot her party.

The park will be the centre for biotechnol ogical research and will have
a biotechnology institute, a research | aboratory and an experinmental park.

It will also provide infrastructures for biotechnol ogi cal research for
tropi cal plants.

The Mou was signed by JTOP chairman Datuk |smail Hashi mand Tekni k
Segar chairman Dat uk Shahabudi n Shafi e.

The other MoU invol ved Universiti Teknol ogi Mal aysia (UM,

Equi ventures Sdn Bhd (ESB) and a French-based Suez Lyonnai se Des Eaux
( SLDE)

It is for cooperation in Research and Devel opnent (R&D) in the
managenent of water resources as well as a project to optimse the delivery
of raw water to Sungai Johor and Sungai Layang plants in Kota Tinggi.

ESB is a | ocal conpany given the 20-year concession from 1992 to
undertake Johor government's water projects.

It has invested nore than RM600 million so far to contruct and enhance
pi pel i ne systemand treatnment plants, including distribution pipes and
reserve tanks.

Both plants are capabl e of producing sone 370 nmillion litres of water
daily, neeting 80 per cent demand for clean water in Johor Baharu, Kulai,
Pasi r GQudang and Cel ang Pat ah areas.

ESB was represented by its managi ng director Datuk Mohamuad Ri dzuan
Sall eh while UTM by its vice-chancell or Datuk Dr Ahmad Zaharuddi n |drus.
SLDE was represented by its president for Asia Pacific, Martin Negve.

Present at the signing ceremony were the prinme mnister's wife Datin
Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, Johor Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hman
and State Executive Councill ors.

Dr Mahathir later toured the area around the Johor Baharu Duty Free
Conpl ex, which he will open this evening, before boarding a ferry to view
the Tebrau Strait and Johor Causeway.
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