08 AUG 1998
Mahat hi r - Wor ker s
DR MAHATH R PRAI SES WORKERS | N MALAYSI A FOR THEI R DI SCI PLI NE

PETALI NG JAYA, Aug 8 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oday prai sed workers in Malaysia for being nore disciplined than
their counterparts in other countries which have al so been affected by the
economic crisis.

"During the current econonic sl owdown, workers in Ml aysia have not
created any problens,” he said when opening the 52nd M C CGeneral Assenbly
here.

"I had a neeting with | eaders of the Ml aysi an Trades Uni on Congress
yesterday and | thanked the workers for appreciating the probl ens being
faced by the government and not demandi ng wage i ncreases," he said.

"I al so explained to workers' | eaders the many ways through which the
governnent felt workers' income can be increased without they resorting to
i ndustrial action like in the Wst," he said.

"There are nmany ways of increasing workers' income such as by
i ncreasi ng the number of jobs, enhancing productivity and skills and
i nvesting in nodern nmachinery,”" the Prime Mnister said.

He said the total nunber of jobs in Malaysia had increased by two
mllion and sonme of which had to be filled by foreigners.

The Prime Mnister said the fall in the value of the ringgit caused by
currency specul ators had affected econom ¢ growh and stall ed gover nnent
devel oprent programes.

For instance before the econom ¢ sl owdown the government had the ai m of
ensuring that workers take-hone-pay should be in the region of RML, 200 to
RML, 400 by the year 2020.

"However we have been | et down by a group of greedy people who did not
wi sh to see Mal aysia progress,” he said.

The Governnment however was confident that one day this objective would
be realised as the country had its own ways of increasing the inconme of its
peopl e.

What was inportant was for the workers not to enmul ate the western
conventi on which was based on strike action.

Dr Mahathir reiterated that Ml aysia would not seek | MF assi stance even
t hough the Mal aysian ringgit and stock market faced pressure and one attack
after another.

"We have still been successful in maintaining our position w thout
seeking | MF hel p," he added.
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