24/ 08/ 1998

Dr Mahathir: W will once again rise and overcone chal | enges

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said he
was confi dent Mal aysi ans woul d once agai n ri se and over cone chal | enges
"thrown our way" anmid the econom c probl ens.

He sai d the daunting chall enges coul d be overcone with political
stability, a pragmatic approach to policies and strategies, social
cohesion and the support of the people.

He made it clear that the people's resolve nmust not be easily swayed by
vi ews whi ch tend to underm ne confidence and sel f-reliance.

"This is atinme when we all have to pull together," Dr Mahathir said in
his foreword for the published Nati onal Econoni ¢ Recovery Pl an whi ch he
described as "road map for recovery" and a wel|-conceived Pl an which
required a sense of urgency and commitnent as time was of the essence.

The 216- page Recovery Pl an, unveil ed by Special Functions M nister Tun
Dai m Zai nuddi n on July 23, will be sold for RM0 each at the Nati onal
Printers fromtonorrow

He said in the process of overcoming the difficulties, it was inevitable
that sacrifices woul d have to be made and pai n endur ed.

He said there were real obstacles that nust be overcone before the
nation could return to the previous path of sustained and vi gorous
econom ¢ grow h.

Qutlining the role of the various parties in pulling the country out of
econom c difficulties, Dr Mahathir said while recovery woul d continue to
be i nfluenced by external factors and devel opnents, there was still mnuch
t hat Mal aysi ans coul d do.

He sai d t he Government, onits part, had instituted and i npl ement ed
several urgent responses to the crisis affecting Mal aysi a and t he regi on.
The private sector nmust al so denonstrate confidence and resilience. Dr
Mahat hir said public support was al so vital.

Ininplementing strategi es outlined by the Pl an, he said, the Governnent
woul d be sensitive to the plight of the people, especially the poor. The
Government will also be proactive, pragmatic and flexible in adapting to
changes in the environment.

* SEE ALSO PAGE 2
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