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DR MAHATHI R COMVENDED THE PROFESSI ONALI SM OF THE ARMED FORCES

ALOR SETAR, Dec 31 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oday conmended the country's arnmed forces for their
professionalismin carrying out their duties.

He said that not all countries were fortunate |ike Ml aysia which has
arnmed forces carrying out their duties with full discipline.

Sonme countries have arned forces which were pro-governnment or inclined
towards certain quarters like politial parties to the extent that they
could not carry out their duties properly and as such affect their
countries' security, he said before breaking fast when arny personnel at
the Tok Jalai army canp in Kepal a Batas, near here

He said that the country would be chaotic and the well-being of the
peopl e woul d be threatened if the arnmed forces were to be on the side of
certain quarters.

"If such a situation exists, the country will not be able to attain
stability, cannot be devel oped and the econony will decline," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that certain quarters |like foreign powers would al so
try to dom nate the country if it was weak.

"W are aware that foreign mlitary forces are nore powerful than
us...they can attack, even capture our country," he said.

The prime mnister was however confident that the country's arned
forces would be able to defend and protect the nation.

Dr Mahathir said he was grateful that Ml aysia was not an Islamc
nati on which bows to foreign pressure.

It was because Mal aysia did not seek help or protection fromforeign
mlitary forces, he said.

Dr Mahathir said that Ml aysia had been able to devel op the country
through its own resources and initiatives wi thout the influence or dictates
of foreigners.

"We are still free and this is inportant for the sake of the dignity of
our race and religion," he said.

The prime minister said that Mal aysia was able to stand tall event hough
there had been foreign attenpts to interfere in the econony and matters
af fecting the country, because of the disciplined armed forces.

"Having a disciplined arned forces, we could join together in facing
econom ¢ chal | enges and defend the country's independence,” he said.

Anmong those present were Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamed Ali, Kedah
Menteri Besar Tan Sri Sanusi Junid and Sixth Brigade commander, Brig Jen
Sul ai man Yusuf.

Dr Mahathir said that the professionalismand discipline of the
country's armed forces had received the recognition not only within the
country but al so from abroad.

Speaki ng at a news conference later, the prine mnister said that
Mal aysi a was fortunate because event hough there had been street
denonstrations, the denonstrators did not really have strong grounds to
pr ot est .

"In other countries, there were street denpnstrati ons because there was
no food but in this country they have full stonmachs," he said.

Conmrenting on the registration of the Social Justice Myverment (Adil),
he said that Adil should enbark on welfare work as it was registered as a
soci al organisation, instead of provoking peopl e.

Asked to conment on the acquittal of forner Sel angor Menteri Besar Tan



Sri Muhammad Muhamad Tai b, Dr Mahathir said that Muhammad coul d once again
be active in politics because all this while he had only been on | eave.

Muhamad, who is an Umo vice president, was found not guilty by the
Hi gh Court of failing to declare properties belonging to himand his fanmly
under the Prevention of Corruption Act 1961.

"If he is not guilty how can we punish him So, he can be active in
politics one again,"” he said.

However, Dr Mahathir said that the Umo Suprene Council would have to
hear Muhamrad' s expl anation first as he only cane to know of the court's
deci sion only frompress reports.
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