05 AUG 1998
LEAD Mahat hi r - Books
DR MAHATH R LAUNCHES BOOK DONATI ON CAMPAI GN

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 5 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oday | aunched t he Book Donati on Canpai gn ai med at coll ecting over
1 mllion books for distribution to the rural areas.

In his nessage in the souvenir programre for the [aunch, he said
al t hough Mal aysia could be proud of its high literacy rate of 93 per cent,
studi es showed that on the average, Ml aysians read only two books a year.

"This neans that the reading habit anong Mal aysians is still |ow, hence
nore serious efforts nmust be nade to inculcate the |Iove for reading," he
sai d.

He said it was hoped that the canpai gn would i ncrease the coll ection of
books and rmagazi nes which are useful and needed by the rural community and
those in the renpte areas and wel fare hones.

"I call on all parties to cone forward and donate books as a noble
effort in fulfilling their social responsiblities," he said.

Dr Mahat hir ki cked off the two-nonth canpai gn by donating 12 books
which he placed in a collection box at the Petronas service station in
Taman Sri Hartamas here.

The books included Gone Wth The Wnd, A Safe Area, |slamand The
Econom ¢ Chal | enge and Mastering Mbdern English Usage.

Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mand other cabi net
m ni sters al so contributed their share.

During the canpaign, the public can | eave new or used books at any
Petronas service station or Pos Mal aysia of fi ce nati onw de.

The canpai gn, which ends on Sept 30, is jointly organised by the Rura
Devel opnent M ni stry, Petronas, Pos Mal aysia, the National Library, Radio
Tel evi si on Mal aysia (RTM and Astro.

Rural Devel opment M ni ster Datuk Annuar Miusa said the canpai gn was
aimed at collecting over a nillion books for distribution to the rural
areas including | onghouses, estates, old fol ks homes and drug
rehabilitation centres.

He said the mnistry hoped to increase the nunber of rural libraries
fromthe current 200 to 1,000 by year end.

The canpai gn might be nmade an annual affair as part of the Reading
Month in August and the Anti-Illliteracy Canpaign in Septenber, he said
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