21/ 06/ 1998
Dr M Umo will investigate contents of book on Anwar

k Suat Ling; Azrani Rustan Shahrum Sayuti

UWNO president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said yesterday the party
will investigate whether the contents of the book, disparaging his deputy
Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim have any basis.

The Prime Mnister said Umo would also like to find out the reason why
the book was witten.

"We want to know who did it, why he did it and whether what he stated
has any basis and whether the owner of the premises is involved," Dr
Mahat hir said at a news conference at the end of the second day of the
Umo general assenbly.

He was commenting on the statenment by Jenpol (Negri Senbilan) Umo Youth
chi ef Ruslan Kassimat the assenbly that the preni ses owned by a forner
party | eader were used to publish the book allegedly defam ng Anwar.

On Ruslan's statenment that several staff at the party headquarters coul d
be involved in the book's distribution, Dr Mahathir said the secretariat
woul d i nvesti gate.

On whet her action would be taken agai nst Umo nenbers involved in the
printing and distribution of the book, he said it was up to the party's
Managerment and Di sciplinary Comittee.

The conmittee is headed by Anwar.

On whether the parties responsible for the printing and distribution of
t he book woul d be detained under the Internal Security Act, he said: "W
don't use the | SA that way".

Dr Mahathir, who is also Hone Mnister, said the | SA is used agai nst
those invol ved i n dadah and cases |i ke passport forgery.

Rusl an said his check with the Registrar of Conpani es reveal ed that the
publ i sher of 50 Dalil Mengapa Anwar Ti dak Bol eh Jadi PM (50 Reasons why
Anwar Cannot Becone Prime Mnister) had rented the prem ses for the
operations.

"Based on the information fromthe ROC, they (the directors) are Puan
Haj j ah Zabedah Haji Abdul | ah and Tuan Haji Abdul Rahi m Tanby Chik, the
owner of Seri RTC Sdn Bhd," he said when identifying the owners of the
preni ses.

Rusl an al so said he was inforned by the Federal Territory Umo that the
Umo secretariat was used to distribute the books to the del egates.

"W could not believe that the book, slandering our party's second in
command (Anwar) whi ch had been restrained fromdistribution through a
court injunction, was circul ated openly after the court order was obtai ned
on June 17," he added

Rusl an criticised those involved in the publication of the book for
ignoring and ridiculing the court order.

He said he woul d hand over the evidence on those involved in the book's
publication to Dr Mahathir for action.

The book is authored by Khalid Jafri and published by Media Pul au
Lagenda. Khalid was a forner sports editor of Uusan Ml aysia and editor-
i n-chief of the defunct Harian Nasional tabl oid.

When contacted, fornmer Umo Youth chief and forner Ml acca Chi ef
M ni ster Tan Sri Abdul Rahi m Tanby Chi k said he was aware of allegations
that he and his wife, Puan Sri Zabedah Abdul | ah, were involved in the
publication of the book.

He said he woul d nake "specific statenents" on this and other rel ated
matters on Monday.



Rusl an al so touched on talks of attenpts to topple the party | eadership
fromwi t hin.

"There are talks that there is a novenment to change the nunber one (Dr
Mahathir). Some are alleging that the attenpts were initiated by the
nunber two (Anwar) because he could not stand the | eadership of nunber one
and there was a need for a reformation of the party and country's
| eader shi p.

"However, we find it strange that nost of the poison-pen letters and
books were witten to discredit the nunber two."

Regarding Dr Mahathir's confidence in Anwar's | eadership and the
former's desire to hand over the party | eadership to Anwar, Ruslan said:
"It is inpossible that the nunber one wants to bring down the nunber two
whom he has been grooming for the past 11 years

"Therefore, who is actually behind this “Jade drama' ?"

Ber nama quot ed Umo secretary-general Datuk Sabbaruddi n Chi k as sayi ng
that Umo headquarters was were investigating allegations that its staff
were involved in the distribution of the book.

He said the party's headquarters was were not involved in the book's
distribution to the del egates.

"Maybe one or two persons were involved ... we do not know. "

Meanwhi | e, Deputy Hone M nister Datuk Tajol Rosli Chazali said today
that the Home M nistry would seek Umo's co-operation to investigate the
distribution of the book all egedly defam ng Anwar.

Tajol Rosli said this was to find out whether the book was distributed
before or after the court order halting its distribution to the public.

A del egate had clai ned that several secretariat staff at party
headquarters were involved in distributing the book by placing it inside
the conpl enentary bags given to del egates.
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