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Dr M W are delivering despite various obstacles

Kang Si ew Li
MALAYSI A has conpleted all the facilities and preparations for the
Conmonweal th Ganes despite | osing several hundred billions of US dollars

due to the speculation by currency traders and stock market players, Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad sai d.

What was then a | arge piece of vacant land is now a full-fledged sports
compl ex, said Dr Mahathir.

"It is a measure of our conmtnent to the Ganes and our seriousness
about keepi ng our prom ses," he said when opening the Commbonweal th Ganes
Federation (CG-F) general assenbly in Kuala Lunpur yesterday.

Saying that the Governnment is also sorry that negative reports about
Mal aysia and the Ganes still persist, Dr Mahathir said he hoped the
presence of so many peopl e who woul d otherwi se not visit Malaysia wll
hel p to correct the inage of Ml aysia that has been painted by the "l ess
friendly" of the international nedia.

The Prime Mnister said while Ml aysia may not receive any nedals, it
has achi eved many firsts.

The 16th Commopnweal th Ganes is the first ever held in Asia, the first to
be opened by the constitutional monarch of a non-British Commonweal th
country, the first to feature teamsports and the first ganes to receive
unprecendent ed government support at every | evel.

He added that the Ganes is also the first to use the latest in
information technology. It is also the first to set up a host news agency.
Kual a Lunpur al so nakes its mark as the first ganes with a 100 per cent
turnout, including a new conrade in the Cormobnweal t h Ganmes Associ ati on,

Kiribati.
Dr Mahathir said the Ganes is not just about w nning nedals.

"Wnning is inportant ... the camaraderie and the spirit of friendly
conmpetition should still be valued. In a world so full of bitterness and
conflicts, we really do not need to bring this into the playing fields as
well," he said.

"Victory comes in many ways, transcendi ng social and ethnic barriers.
"Victory for Mal aysia would be to carry our good name and to sustain
sweet nenories of all our foreign guests who come to witness this, the
bi ggest sporting event we have ever hosted," he added.
(END)
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