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Dr M New ninistry set to give multinmedia a boost

FROM tonorrow a new mnistry will assume regul atory responsibility for
ener gy, communications and rultinmedia under the restructuring of the
M ni stry of Energy, Tel econmuni cations and Posts.

The new Energy, Conmunications and Multinmedia Mnistry will also take
over the regulatory functions of the present Departnent of Posts as well
as all functions related to the policy and regul atory aspects of
broadcasting fromthe Information Mnistry.

The Information Mnistry will continue to be responsible for policy
devel opnent and i nplenentation related to a systematic and effective
di ssem nati on of Governnent infornation.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad, who announced the
restructuring yesterday, said Datuk Leo Moggie will becone the mnister
for the new mnistry which has been stream ined to devel op the | ocal
mul timedi a i ndustry.

Dr Mahathir said a body, called the Ml aysi an Comruni cati ons and
Mul ti media Commission within the newmnistry, will be fornmed effective
tomorrow with a | aunching grant of RML22 nmillion fromthe Governnent.

He said the conmission will assune the regulatory functions of the
present Departnent of Posts together with the responsibility of
i mpl ementing the Digital Signature Act 1997.

"The conmission will be the single regulatory authority for all the
three converged i ndustries - tel ecommunications, broadcasting and
computing," he said.

As a result, the role of the Tel ecommuni cati ons Departnent Ml aysia wll
be di spl aced. Some of its present technical functions will be taken over
by the conmi ssi on.

Dr Mahathir said the first chairman of the conmission will be Dr Syed
Hussei n Mohaned.

"Parlianment in July had passed the Conmuni cati ons and Mil ti nmedi a Act
1998 and t he Conmmuni cati ons and Mul tinedi a Conmi ssi on Act 1998. These
formthe basic framework for regulation of newinstitutions that wll
speed up the comruni cations and nultimedia i ndustry in the country,” he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said these Acts are inportant conponents in the series of
cyberlaws which formthe "soft infrastructure" for the devel opment of the
Mul ti medi a Super Corridor.

He said the newmnistry will put in place an organi sational structure
that can manage the new functions for comrunications and nultinedia with
clearly defined policy objectives, long-termstrategies and the future
direction for a well-planned and heal t hy devel opnment of the comrunicati ons
and nul timedia industry in the country.

"Some changes to laws related to licensing will be drafted and gazett ed.
Previ ously broadcasting |icences were issued by the Information Mnistry
with some overlap with the Mnistry of Energy, Tel ecomrunications and
Posts. Now the new ministry will take over such licensing," Dr Mahathir
sai d.

He said both the Information Mnistry and the Mnistry of Energy,
Communi cati ons and Multinmedia will however, hold di scussi ons before
i ssui ng broadcasting |icences.

Dr Mahathir said the Information Mnistry will also be responsible for
t he managenent and operati ons of Radi o dan Tel evi syen Mal aysia (RTM as



t he mai n channel s of CGovernment information service.
On the proposed corporatisation of RTM he said the matter will be
further studied and presented separately for the Governnent's
consi derati on.
( END)
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