14/ 02/ 1998
Dr M Malaysia willing to swap MSC i nformation

Badrul H sham Mahzan; Hayati Hayat udin

CYBERJAYA, Fri. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said Malaysia is willing
to exchange information and the results of experinents carried out at the
Mul ti medi a Super Corridor through contacts with other nultinedia centres.

The Prime M nister said:

"We know we cannot be everything to everybody ... we are going to find
ot her peopl e doing things which we are not doing here that are useful to
us."

He was asked whether Malaysia was willing to share its multinmedia
experiences with the rest of the world as a participant of the Roundtable
on El ectronic Communities in Asia.

Dr Mahathir had earlier delivered a keynote address at the roundtable,
attended by 150 representatives from 120 Mal aysi an and international firns
at the Pal ace of the Gol den Horses Hotel.

It was organi sed by the London-based Econom st G oup.

On whet her steps had been taken to minimse the risk of failures, Dr
Mahat hir said the idea of the MSC was to have experinents carried out in
an i sol ated area.

He said if the experinments becone too |large or they failed, the effects
of this would be confined within the MSC and woul d not affect the whole

country.

"If it is good, then we will allowit to spread to the rest of the
country."

He said the Governnent felt the idea of a test bed in areal life

envi ronment was very inportant because nobody could predict the ultimate
effect of the MSC

"A lot of people hardly understand what is going to be the effect of
this very rapid, very nassive dissenination of information."”

It was therefore inportant to provide a safety net allowing failures to
be dealt with, where it could be studied and the direction changed.

Dr Mahat hir gave the exanple of the sheep clone, Dolly, in Scotland | ast
year and asked what mi ght happen to the whole world if it went into the
busi ness of cl oni ng.

Anot her partici pant asked how t he Mal aysi an Governnent planned to retain
skills in the country to prevent foreign conpani es and | arge corporations
frompinching very skilled Ml aysi ans.

Dr Mahathir said this would be difficult because people were going to be
nmore nobile and they would find other offers nore attractive.

"W are already seeing a mgration fromthe Governnent into the private
sector and we will be seeing a | ot of novenments of people from Ml aysia to
ot her countries.

"I should think there will also be a lot of novenents from ot her
countries into Mal aysia," he said, citing sone Uzbeks working here, as an

exanpl e.
"Once they are well off, these people are going to go back just as the
Tai wanese and Koreans went back ... they went to America, worked, acquired

skills, made a | ot of noney and they thought they should go back and do
sonmething in their own countries.
"We cannot actually control the novenent of people now. In future, the
countries of the world will be as multiracial as Ml aysia is today.
"There will be no single ethnic country in the world, not even Japan,
not even Korea."



Dr Mahathir al so touched on the diffusion of technol ogy through
Mal aysi ans who worked wi th foreign conpani es operating in the country.
"At the nonent, there are now quite a |lot of software companies in
Mal aysi a whi ch are already marketing their products worl dw de and
obviously this was not devel oped wi thout contact with foreign conpanies."”
( END)



	Dr M: Malaysia willing to swap MSC information (NST 14/02/1998)

