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KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - In a speech in which he repeatedly stressed the

i nportance of a strong, united and credi ble Umo, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said a weak party woul d deprive the country of political stability
and a credi bl e Governnent wi th power.

The party president said Umo was not just a party, being the thrust and
foundati on of the Barisan Nasional which rules the country.

"I'f Umo is weak, BN will be weak. If BN is weak, the Ml aysian
Governnent is weak and if the Mal aysian Governnent is weak, Malaysia wll
fall under colonialism" he said in his speech at the outset of the Unmo
extraordi nary general neeting to anend the constitution. (Full text of
speech on page 12)

As he outlined the inportance of a credible and united Umo, Dr Mahathir
expl ai ned how the party's unity and discipline was |linked to aspects of
governance and the effectiveness of BN

For this, Dr Mahathir traced the early days of Umo, the incident-free
el ections, post-Independence achi evenents and how t he Umo- | ed
adm ni stration was able to resolve the 1969 riots w thout foreign
intervention. He said all these were the result of the strength of Umo as
a political party.

Citing the riots, he said anarchy and chaos coul d have erupted if not
for the fact that Umo stayed united and did not question the right of
| eaders during the period.

On governance, the Prinme Mnister said Umo | eaders were able to carry
out their jobs well due to the solid support by the party, which in turn,
ensured all government staff |ike administrators, police or arny officers
respected and abi ded by CGovernnent policies and approach.

"If thereis a split in Umo and the | eaders do not receive the mandate
and support fromthe party, none fromanong the nenbers of the arnmed
forces, the police and government servants will respect the directives of
the Governnent fornmed by the party.”

Depicting the links further, Dr Mahathir said the unity and discipline
of Umo has enabl ed the country to repeatedly overcone crises. This was
besi des governi ng and devel opi ng the country successfully.

At the sane tine, the existence and effectiveness of the Alliance and
then the BN al so depended on unity and discipline in Umo.

He added that to this day Ml aysia continued to successfully provide a
credi bl e Governnment with the formula created by Umo founders being stil
appl i cabl e.

"The key to all these is a credible Umo," he said.

Agai nst this backdrop, he said it was the responsibility of all Umo
menbers, and in fact every Mal ay and ot her Bum putera, to ensure that Umo
woul d continue to be strong and credible.

On the tradition of the Umo president becoming Prime Mnister, he said
the party president would only hold the top position if Umo wins in the
general el ection.

In this context, the Prinme Mnister posed these questions: WIl Umo
| ead the Barisan Nasional to win the election? WII Barisan Nasi ona
continue to accept Umo if Umo is weak? WII Barisan Nasional get
majority seats in every el ection?

This hinged on Umo's strength as a political party, he added.

The sane applies to attenpts by foreign powers to col onise the country



agai n. Whether or not they succeeded was in the hands of Umo nenbers.

"As long as Umo is solid and strong, as long as the unity in Umo is
not shattered, the attenpts by foreign powers to cripple and recol oni se
the country will fail,"” he added.

He al so touched on party el ections, saying that the party was nore
i nportant than individuals. The party, he made clear, would long outlive
i ndi vi dual s.

The one-agenda extraordi nary neeting was attended by 1,900 del egat es.

* MORE REPORTS ON P2, 3, 4, 6 &7
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