11/11/ 1998

Dr M W believe in working with other countries

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said toni ght Ml aysia
believed in working together with other countries and that the worl dw de
attention and criticisns by certain Asean | eaders, brought about by Dat uk
Seri Anwar |brahims trial would not |ast.

During a live CNN interview a week before the Asia Pacific Econom c Co-
operation sunmmit, the Prine Mnister also said the decision by a few Apec
| eaders not to hold bilateral talks with himwould not affect the neeting.

"I't is not possible for the host to neet (bilaterally) with 21 other
heads of governnent," he said, adding that simlarly his absence at the
Seattl e neeting "has not resulted in Apec breaking up".

El aborating on his remarks on the current attention on Ml aysia, Dr
Mahat hir said once the trial was over and peopl e know what was right and
what was wong, "I think people will have their position on the issue and
resolve it."

"Wt believe in working together. This kind of things happen to every
country...we cannot start criticising one another," he told CNN' s Lorraine
Hahn on its Biz Asia programe when she asked whether criticisns from
certain Asean | eaders woul d affect regional co-operation

Hahn al so asked what woul d happen if President B.J. Habi bie of |Indonesia
and President Joseph Estrada of the Philippi nes went one step further and
wanted to see Anwar or his wife when they attended the Apec sunmit.

Dr Mahathir said: "They have not said they wanted to see Anwar. So,
will leave it at that for the monent."

On the currency crisis, the Prine Mnister said he was sure Apec | eaders
woul d di scuss the i ssue seriously.

He al so said he wished to see Mal aysi a becone a devel oped country by the
year 2020 for which all the right strategies and policies would have to be
put in place.

He said this would enable the Prime Mnisters after himto carry on the
pl ans already | aid out.

"I amnot inportant. | amjust passing through,” he told Hahn when asked
how he wi shed to be renmenbered.

The 30-m nute interview was held at Angkasapuri .

Asked now that he is the | ongest-serving | eader in Asia, how |long he
pl anned to stay in power, Dr Mahathir said:

"I would like to step down as soon as possi ble but | have a
responsibility so that ny successor can carry where | leave off. That wll
at | east take about a year as next year we will have party el ections."

The interview started with a question on Dr Mahathir's relationship with
Anwar, and al so touched on | ocal political devel opnents.

On whether the Prine Mnister will accept Anwar back if he is acquitted,
Dr Mahat hir said he believed Anwar would not return to Umo, considering
the things he had said about the party after his dismissal fromthe
gover nment and party.

Dr Mahat hir added that Anwar could run his own political party.

When pointed out that the International Mnetary Fund's rescue package
"seenmed to be working" in some other countries, he said: "That's sonething
we can study together. O her people have other opinions."

On how | ong the exchange rate control would be in place, Dr Mahathir
sai d Mal aysi a expected the international community to realise that the
ki nd of anarchy in the world financial regine could not be allowed for



much | onger.
On the sort of time frame involved, the Prine Mnister said the
i nternational community did not work very fast and "I think it will take
themat least three to four years to nake any decision at all".
( END)
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