04/ 10/ 1998
Dr M You did us proud (HL)

Ashraf Abdul | ah; Azrani Rustam

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad tonight paid tribute
to Mal aysi ans for maki ng the 1998 Conmonweal t h Ganes t he best ever, saying
that they had set a very high standard for others to fol | ow

The Prinme Mnister said the 16th Commonweal th Ganes, the first to be
hel d in an Asian country, woul d not have been a success if all those
i nvol ved did not work hard

He was addressing those directly or indirectly involved in the Ganes,

i ncludi ng vol unteers, athletes and officials, during adinner intheir
honour at Stadi um Nasional in Bukit Jalil.

Dr Mahathir said the success of the Ganes, the biggest sporting event
after the Aynpics, proved that Ml aysians had the ability to organi se big
events.

The Ganes, fromSept 11 to 21, involved nore than 5,000 athletes from70
countries. It had the | argest ever participation. The only ot her
devel opi ng country whi ch organi sed the Ganes was Janai ca i n 1966.

Dr Mahat hir said even the organi sers of the Commpbnwealth Ganmes in
Manchest er in 2002 had adrmitted that Mal aysia's high standard of
organi sation woul d be difficult to follow

He sai d Mal aysi a had even nmanaged to el evate the status of the Ganes,
once of little significance in the international sporting arena.

He sai d without the participation of the volunteers, the Ganes woul d not
have been a success.

"It is easy to build stadiuns and other facilities, but it would not
have been easy to organise this neet without the efforts of the
volunteers. W are very proud of you. You displayed the true spirit of
Mal aysi a Bol eh. "

Dr Mahathir said the nation was al so very proud of its athletes. "W did
not expect to win 10 gold medals. This is a record. | personally did not
have much confi dence. | thought we could win three, or at the nost six.

"But we have proven that we can excel in future international sport
meets. Your achi evenments were extraordinary,” hetoldthe athl etes, addi ng
that it was beyond anyone's dreamthat Ml aysia enmerged fourth in the
nedal tally.

He al so conmended Mal aysi ans i n general who spent tinme and noney to
W tness the Ganes, saying this was a true display of sportsmanship.

He sai d Mal aysi ans, who were not directly involved in the organisation
of the Ganes, had al so played their role by ensuring that visitors | eft
the country with sweet nenori es.

"l amproud of you. W& have showed the world that we not only can
devel op the nation to be one of the nost advanced devel opi ng countries
but one which excels as a great sporting nation."

He al so thanked forner Youth and Sports M ni ster Datuk Annuar Musa, his
successor Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassi n, Datuk Bandar Tan Sri Kamaruzzanman
Sharif, officials of the mnistry and Sukom Ni nety Ei ght Bhd, the police
and the arned forces for their contributions.

He | ater presented the National Sports Council's cash rewards, totalling
RVM2.2 million, tothose who won nedal s in the Ganes. Each gol d nedal |i st
recei ved RVMBO, 000 (team nenbers will share the noney), silver (RWM40, 000)
and bronze (RM20, 000).

Mal aysi a bagged 10 gol d, 14 silver and 12 bronze nmedal s to fini sh behind
Australia, England and Canada. It was the country's best ever haul in the



hi story of the Ganes.

Dr Mahat hir al so presented national shooter Nurul Hudda Bahrin and
wei ghtlifter Hi dayat Hami don wi th a Proton Perdana each for breaking the
Ganes record in their respective events. Nurul Hudda took the wonen's air
rifle individual category with a grand total of 494.8 points. Her Proton
Per dana bears the registrati on nunber Sukom 494.

H dayat lifted 167.5kg in the 69kg cl ean and jerk category. Hi s Proton
Perdana carries the regi strati on nunber Sukom 167.

Mal aysia al so won its first ever athletics gold nedal through G
Saravanan in the 50km wal k.
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