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DR RAJVMAH HUSSAI N: MALAYSI A' S NEW AMBASSADOR TO FRANCE

By: Sal ny Hashi m

WASHI NGTON, March 30 (Bernama) -- "She's a dynamite! And dynanite
usual Iy conmes in small packages!" says Peter Hi ckman, a Washi ngton nedi a
consul tant, when asked to describe Dr Rajnah Hussain, Malaysia's
Anmbassador - desi ghate to France.

And that's how Washi ngtonians will renmenber this petite di pl omat who
has served as Mal aysia's Deputy Chief of Mssion in Washington for the past
four years.

This career foreign service officer has worked quietly and
relentl essly, assisting the anbassador in pronoting Ml aysi an- Ameri can
interests and sonetines helping to iron out the stubborn winkles in an
ot herwi se excel lent bilateral relations.

After 22 years in Wsnma Putra, Dr Rajmah has finally won her prize - an
anbassadori al position in France.

No rmean feat considering that this is one of the high-profile G7
country which has very good rel ations with Ml aysi a.

She hates to admt it, but she will be the first femal e anbassador of
Mal aysi a to France.

"I feel honoured by the trust the government places in ne. It's a big
responsibility, and | hope I'Il be able to deliver," she said at an
i nterview over lunch at the "Reliable Source" restaurant of the Nationa
Press d ub here.

She will have fond nenories of the prestigious club, which once refused
to fly the Malaysian flag on its marble-fl oored | obby.

Bei ng a new nmenber of the club, Dr Rajmah had wanted to present a
Mal aysi an flag when she did not see any but was thoroughly shocked when
told that they could not fly the Malaysian flag, citing "lack of press
freedomin that country.”

Following a flurry of letters, phone calls and a neeting, the flag was
finally accepted and presented in a quiet cerenmony to then club president,
Ri chard Sammon, |ast year

She | ooked for the Malaysian flag again as she descended the stairs
| eading to the | obby. Took one last picture next to the flag, and pl eased
that Hi ckman, also a conmittee menber of the club, had prom sed to be the
"guardi an angel " over Ml aysia's pride.

The incident may seemninor to some. To Dr Rajmah it is a serious
m ssion that cannot be taken lightly.

The Mal aysian flag is an inportant synbol for Ml aysia. To have it
flying at a place where the world's presidents, prinme mnisters and
newsnakers have spoken and continue to speak is even nore crucial.

"The greatest satisfaction | get fromthis job is serving ny nation.
It's not something that | can calculate in dollars and cents. | take great
pride in serving ny country," she said.

What is her inpression of Washington and Anericans in general ?

“I''mhappy to note that Mal aysia-US relations is on a warm footi ng.
However, differences between the two countries occur fromtine to tine
because of differences in our val ues and perceptions on a variety of
i ssues, including human rights and denocracy," she said.

However, visits by US officials, Congressnen and their staffers, as
wel | as non-governnental organi sation representatives to Mal aysi a have
usual Iy softened their rigid stance on prickly issues.

"That's why, as enbassy officials, we try to encourage as nmany visits



to Mal aysia as possible. They usually return honme to the States with a
completely different perception of Ml aysia. They have greater respect for
our people, our achi evenents and our economni c devel opnent," she said.

In 1994, right after Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad nade
a working visit to Washington, Dr Rajnah, as charge d affaires ad interim
received an invitation to a diplonmatic reception at the White House.

What struck her was President Bill Clinton's attention to detail. In a
brief conversation, the president spoke warmy of the prime mnister's
visit to the Wite House and of the need to forge cl oser US-Ml aysi a
rel ations.

Dr Raj mah believed that US-Mal aysia relations, while at tines thorny,
have becone cl oser under the Cinton adm nistration

US officials, who saw the two | eaders during closed neetings at the
APEC | eaders summit in Vancouver | ast Novenber described the
Clinton-Mahathir friendship as "very warm"

As the DCMin Washington, Dr Raj mah has travel |l ed extensively
t hroughout the United States nmeeting with officials, businessnmen, and
participated in sem nars where she untiringly pronoted Malaysia's interests
in the US

Dougl as Hartwi ck, Director for the Southeast Asia Ofice at the State
Depart ment, who served as Economi ¢ Counsellor at the US Enbassy in Kual a
Lunpur from 1990-93, describes Dr Rajmah as a |lady with a nice Malay charm

"She is also quite articulate in describing sensitive issues, not
afraid to be frank for the sake of clarity," he said.

Hartwi ck al so appreciated Dr Rajnmah's style because by talking to her
about bilateral issues, "I could get a good sense of how the Ml aysi an
governnent views the problem Good or bad, she enbodies the sensitivities
of the Mal aysi an governnent."

As for Dr Rajmah, she | ooked forward to building on the close rel ations
bet ween Mal aysi a and France.

She succeeds anbassador Mohanad Haron who is retiring.-- BERNAVA
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