23/ 03/ 1998
Drawi ng in nore European firns into the MsC

Kamarul Yunus in Hanover

HANOVER ( Ger many), Sun: Wth 7,250 exhi bitors and a net di spl ay space of
371,003 sg m the Hanover's CeBIT '98 i s no doubt the world' s | eadi ng
showpl ace for office automation, information technology (I1T) and

t el econmuni cati ons.

And what was nore significant about CeBIT '98 was the presence of
several Malaysian I T and mul ti medi a conpani es at the worl d' s | argest
conputer trade fair held here fromMarch 19 to 25.

Never mind if they are not famliar names anong | T and conput er
enthusiasts inthis part of the world, but at | east they tried their best
to participate and pronote their products during the show.

What was nore aspiring about CeBI T '98 was the presence of Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad, who was on a t hree-day working
visit to Germany si nce Wedneaday.

Hs visit was primarily aimed at pronoting Ml aysia's anbitious
Mul ti medi a Super Corridor (MSC) project tothe Europeans, especially the
German | T and mul ti nedi a conpani es, not necessarily the big players but
al so the smal |- and nedi um scal e entrepreneurs.

"The big German conpani es |i ke Si enmens are al ready aware and have cone
in (to participate inthe MSC). But it is the mediumand snall conpanies
which we would like to draw in.

"I n busi ness, people may operate fromthe garage but we never know where
they are goi ng and how big they are going to be in the next 10 years.

M crosoft is one exanple.

"We cannot afford to i gnore everyone,” Dr Mahathir had sai d, adding that
Si emens i s one of the German conpani es which is already participatingin
t he devel opnent of the MSC, a 15km by 50m desi gnated area for I T and
nmul ti medi a devel opnent .

Speaki ng at a di al ogue as part of the MSC road show during the CeBIT ' 98
fair on Thursday, Dr Mahathir had sai d that response fromthe Europeans,

i ncl udi ng German conpanies, is still considered | ow
Based on t he percentage of conpani es applying for the MSC status since
April last year, only 12 per cent out of 180 applicants are from Europe.

Looking at CeBI T '98, Dr Mahathir said it is obvious that Ml aysi a woul d
not be doing a good job if it failed to persuade European conpanies to
participate in the MSC.

"We think that there is great scope for nore European participationin
the MSC, especially the mediumand small I T and conputer conpanies,"” he
had sai d.

Prior to the road show, the Prime M nister was al so asked about the MSC
in a dialogue with German busi nessnen.

He was asked whet her the project was affected by the present currency
and stock nmar ket problens faced by Mal aysi a and countries in the Sout h-
East Asian region.

Dr Mahathir reiterated that the project is not affected by the econonic
downturn and is progressing well. In fact, the i nplenentation of the MsC
i s one year ahead of schedul e.

Based on t he nunerous questions fielded by participants of both
di al ogues, it seens that the Gernans are i nterested and woul d not want to
be I eft behind in the devel opment of the MsSC.

A participant at the road show wanted to know t he out cone of Dr
Mahat hir's neeting with Gernan Chancel | or Hel nut Kohl and busi nessmen and



whet her nore Gernman conpanies will be participatingin the project.

Anot her participant had argued that the Americans and Japanese seemto
have dom nat ed t he MSC proj ect.

On this, Dr Mahathir replied that the Anericans and t he Japanese got to
know about the project earlier than the Europeans, but stressed that
Eur opean conpani es, including German's small and nmedi umentrepreneurs are
wel cone to invest in the MSC.

The fact that the MSC road show was held at the CeBI T ' 98 fairground
proved Mal aysia's commitnment to drawin nore European | T and conput er
pl ayers to the MSC

In addition, CeBIT '98 also served as a platformfor Mal aysia to pronote
its own conput er and t el ecommuni cati ons show schedul ed for Cctober this
year.

Mal aysia's premer trade fair inthe fields of IT, multinmedi a and
tel econmuni cations (MT '98) is scheduled to be held at the M nes
exhibition centre in Kual a Lunpur fromCctober 6 to 10.

The MT '98 is jointly organi sed by Hannover Fairs Asia Pte Ltd and a
Mal aysi an conpany, Interasia Fairs and Exhi biti ons Sdn Bhd.

At the press conference held at the end of his visit, Dr Mahathir had
al so hinted at the possibility of Mal aysi a organi sing a bi gger conputer
and tel ecommuni cati ons exhi bition, al nost as big as CeBI T ' 98.

Noting that there are currently two exhibitions related to the I T and
t el ecomuni cations held in Malaysia, Dr Mahathir said the country will be
abl e to organi se a bigger exhibitionif these two shows are i ncorporated
into one.

CeBIT'98 itself started as part of the world's biggest trade fair in
Hanover .

The conmput er segnent of the Hanover Fair was separated fromthe nain
event in 1996 because of increasing participationfrom!|T and
t el econmuni cation players in the show

Taki ng this as an exanpl e, there should be no reason why Mal aysia wi ||
not to be able to organi se such an exhibition in a bigger way.

Mal aysi a had, after all, been able to organi se several major
i nternational events successfully.

One such exanpl e is the biennial Langkawi I nternational Mritine and
Aer ospace or Lima exhibition, which had grown since its inception in 1991.

It is hoped that MT "98 will achi eve the sane success as the Lima shows
and wi Il catapult Malaysiainto the forefront of the IT and nmul ti medi a
i ndustries.

( END)
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